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Wrzesnewsky} 
loses recount 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian Canadi- 
an Liberal MP Borys Wrzesnews- 
kyj has lost his Etobicoke-Centre 
riding by 26 votes. 

May 23 the Chief Electoral Of- 
ficer of Canada, Mare Mayrand, 
announced today that Ted Opitz, 
the candidate of the Conservative 
Party of Canada, has been declared 
elected in the electoral district), 
following a judicial recount com- 
pleted on May 22, by Madame Jus- 
tice Susan G. Himel of the Ontario 
Superior Court of Justice. 

The final numbers were: Opitz, 
21,644; Wrzesnewskyj, 21,618; 
Ana Maria Rivero, New Democrat- 
ic Party, 7,735; Katarina Zoricic, 
Green Party of Canada, 1,377; and 
Sarah Thompson, Marxist-Leninist 
Party of Canada, 149. 

“The judge decided to take a very 
narrow interpretation of the rules 
— the rules were that only certain 
markings within a circle were al- 
lowed,” Wrzesnewskyj told Ukrai- 
nian News. 

He added that the electoral sys- 
tem needs change in order to better 
reflect voter intentions. 

For example a number of ballots 
were rejected because people put 
hearts instead of X-es beside his 
name, circled his name, or wrote 
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PHOTO — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Cheremshyna, the senior group of the Cheremosh School of Ukrainian Dance perform the Hopak during the 
“Celebration of Dance” portion of the opening of the summer season at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 
lage, May 23. More on the “Celebration of Dance” and the unveiling of the four paintings created by artist 
Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn for the Friends of the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village Society on Page 8 of 


120" anniversary of 


settlement celebrations begin 
Ukrainian Village kicks off summer season 


(UkrNews/UCC)—The 120" Anniversary of Ukrain- 
ian Settlement in Canada kicked off at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village, May 23 

This was one of several special events held at the 
Village, a provincial Historic Site located 50 kilo- 
metres east of Edmonton, that day as the 2011 Sum- 
mer Season officially got underway. 

Also included was the “Celebration of Dance” held 
at the Bandstand, the opening of a new exhibit - "Мак- 


Borys Wrzesnewskyj 


best wishes messages on their bal- 
lots. 

A few others were rejected be- 
cause X-es were put beside every 
other candidate while a check mark 
was placed behind his name. 

“Tf you remember how the sys- 
tem worked in the former Soviet 
Union basically you crossed out all 
the other names,” nothing that the 
intention of the voters was clear. 

Wrzesnewskyj proposed using 
computers at polling stations and 
other means to provide much great- 
er clarity of intention. 

Wrzesnewskyj added that he was 
grateful to the citizens of Etobi- 
coke-Centre for allowing him to 
represent them for seven years. 

“Some wonderful things hap- 
pened on an individual basis where 
I was not only able to help people, 
but also influence national legisla- 
tion, and international events like 
the Orange Revolution,” he told 
Ukrainian News 

First elected in 2004, Wrzesnews- 
kyj played a key role in convincing 
the then-Liberal Government of 
Canada to send an unprecedented 
500 election observers (in addi- 
tion to the 500 that came from the 
Ukrainian Canadian community) 
as election observers during the 
Orange Revolution of 2004. Can- 
ada’s contribution helped assure a 
fair and honest third round of pres- 
idential elections and Ukraine’s 
emergence as a democratic state. 

He worked on an internment re- 
dress agreement, which provided 
$12.5 million solely for the Ukrai- 
nian Canadian community, but the 
Liberal government fell before it 
could be implemented. A new one 
was agreed upon with the the Con- 
servative government. 

Wrzesnewskyj also worked be- 


ing Their Mark” — focusing of the land surveyor’s role 
in the peaceful and orderly development of the prov- 
ince of Alberta and the unveiling of commemorative 
paintings by Larisa Sembaliuk Cheladyn. 

The anniversary kickoff featured a Commemora- 
tive Ceremony for the Homestead Marker Installa- 
tion. This cooperative project between the Alberta- 
Ukraine Genealogical Society and the Alberta Land 

Cont. on P. 11 
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Willowy welcome for spring 


The Volya Ukrainian Dance Ensemble, under the artistic direction of Zhenia Bahriy, welcomed spring with 
its fourth annual “Spring has соте! Vzhe pryyshla vesna!” dinner and program at the Polish Hall, May 14. 
Cont. on Р. 3) piciyred above: Women perform the “Willows” dance. For more see page 9 of this issue. 


Обтрунтованість 
матеріальних 
претензій КПУ в 
справі «тризубівців» 
перевірять 


(Радіо Свобода) - Жовтневий районний суд Запоріжжя, що 
розглядає кримінальну справу про пошкодження пам'ятника 
Сталіну в Запоріжжі членами організації «Тризуб», перевірить 
обгрунтованість матеріальних претензій Комуністичної партії 
України до підсудних. 

Як повідомили в суді, відповідну постанову винесли 24 травня на 
черговому судовому засіданні у справі. 

«Суд виніс постанову про вилучення у Запорізькому обкомі КПУ 
оригіналів бухгалтерських документів, які підтверджують заявлений 
представниками Компартії матеріальний збиток у розмірі 374 тисячі 
гривень», - поінформували в суді. 

У проведенні повної бухгалтерської ревізії Запорізького обкому 
КПУ, на якій наполягали адвокати підсудних, які вважають за 
необхідне визначити механізм збору і витрачання пожертвувань на 
створення у Запоріжжі погруддя Сталіна, суд відмовив. 

Пам'ятник Сталіну встановили 5 травня минулого року в центрі 
Запоріжжя -- на території Запорізького обкому Компартії України. 
28 грудня 2010 року невідомі пошкодили скульптуру, відрізавши їй 
голову. Згодом відповідальність за здійснення цього діяння взяло на 
себе ВО «Тризуб». 

У ніч на | січня на території Запорізького обкому КПУ стався 
вибух, що повністю зруйнував пам'ятник Сталіну і пошкодив саму 
будівлю обкому, в зв'язку з чим була порушена кримінальна справа 
за фактом скоєння терористичного акту, яка поки що залишається не 
розкритою. 

А за звинуваченням у спилюванні голови погруддю Сталіна 
правоохоронці затримали дев'ятьох членів ВО «Тризуб», більшість з 
яких перебували під вартою з початку січня до 13 квітня. 
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Львівський «стрілець» 
залишається на волі 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 
У Львові триває розслідування 
подій 9 травня. Тут працюють 
спеціальні робочі групи, створені 
при MBC, Генпрокуратурі i 
Львівській обласній раді. Однак, 
за гратами у слідчих ізоляторах 
опинились лише депутати-«сво- 
бодівці», яких звинувачують 
у хуліганських діях 9 травня. 
Тим часом, колишній працівник 
міліції, який поранив людину в 
натовпі, перебуває на волі. 

Третій день голодує 
тат  Пустомитівської районної 
ради,  «евободівець» Степан 
Підкуймуха на знак протесту 
проти затримання, а нині вже й 
арешту. Чоловік прибув на до- 
пит у міське управління міліції 
Львова і звідти потрапив за 
грати. Проти нього порушили 
кримінальну справу за двома 
статтями: «організація групових 
дій, що призвели до грубого по- 
рушення громадського порядку» 
і «хуліганство». Депутат може 
бути позбавлений волі терміном 
до п'яти років. 

Степан Підкуймуха 9 травня не 
пропускав автобус з ветеранами 
і представниками проросійських 
сил, яких | супроводжували 
«беркутівці» та ДАІ до Пагорба 
Слави. 

У СІЗО перебувають і двоє 
братів-«свободівців»  Коваліви, 
депутати Самбірської райради. Їх 
звинуватили у тому, що буцім під 
час допиту у відділі міліції вони 
зумисне завдали тілесні ушкод- 
ження правоохоронцям. 

Депутат | міськради, 
кат, Олег Махніцький вважає, 
що міліція фабрикує) справи. 
«Ковалівих привезли у відділ 
міліції, їх провокували, до них 
застосовували фізичну силу 
і люди, звісно, захищалися. 
Ще їм доліпили хуліганство, 
епізод з 9 травня, не маючи 
ніяких доказів вини цих лю- 
дей, а справа передається до 
суду. 3a дрібне хуліганство 
зажди було адміністративна 
відповідальність, а не арешт і 
суд. За розбите скло в автобусі 
Степана Підкуймуху тримають за 
гратами. Тим часом міліція діяла 
злочинно 1 не виконала рішення 
суду про заборону акцій 9 травня, 
а супроводжувала шовіністичні 
сили на Пагорб Слави, щоб вони 
розгорнули червоний прапор», - 
каже Олег Махніцький. 


депу- 


адво- 


Депутати-«свободівці» опинились за гратами 


od Чі яр 


Про-російський бандит стріляє у «свободівців» 


Цими днями з Росії екстрадують вих органів. 
Романа Семчія, якого звинувати- | «Наступного дня після подій 
ли у побитті 9 травня львівського 9 травня уже чинився тиск на 
комуніста Олександра Калинюка. голову правління, заступників 
Чоловік 8 років працює у Росіїїна керівника фірми. Зараз чинять- 
вихідні приїхав Львів. На Пагорб ся репресії проти підприємства. 
Слави прийшов із сином, депута- Я хотів сам дослідити усе, що 
том міськради від ВО «Свобода» відбулося, спілкувався з водієм. 
Михайлом. Чоловіка затримали Ми маємо відеоматеріали, як 
правоохоронці 1 без будь-яких по- міліція тримала автобуси піді 
яснень доставили у Личаківський Львовом на заправці, а потім по- 
райвідділ міліції. Наступного дня везли ветеранів і гастролерів з 
відпустили, бо Романові Семчію Криму та Одеси, через Винники, 
потрібно було повертатись у на Пагорб Слави», - говорить 
Росію. «свободівець» Євген Білинський. 

«Батька затримали минулого | Представники правоохоронних 
четверга i не пояснили, чому. органів на початку розслідування 
Я не знаю, де він зараз, як його назвали | єдиним провокато- 
сюди доставлять, який його стан. ром подій 9 травня у Львові 
Коли мова йшла про повернення прихильників ВО «Свобода». 
справжніх злочинців в Україну, Тим часом громадські діячі 
то їх не поспішали шукати і по- Львова та місцеві депутати ви- 
вертати з Росії в Україну», - за- магають звільнення затриманих 
значив Михайло Семчій. людей. Оскільки вважають, що 

Львівські перевізники підтвер- саме міліція 9 травня у Львові 
джують, що до них таки телефо- виконувала заздалегідь сплано- 
нували працівники ДАЇ з про- ваний у Києві сценарій. 
ханням надати автобуси для пере- | Генеральна прокуратра України 
везення учасників акції. Марш- (TITY) покладе відповідальність 
рутки перевозили ветеранів i за безлад 9 травня у Львові на 
представників | проросійських місцеву владу. Про це заявив за- 
політичних сил у супроводі ступник Генпрокурора Віктор 
«беркутівців» 1 ДАТ спершу на Войцишен на прес-конференції, 
Марсове поле, а потім людейтри- коментуючи результати перевір- 
мали на заправці поблизу Львова ки органами прокуратури подій 9 
і привезли на Пагорб Слави, де травня. 
їх не пропускав натовп. Про це | Войцишен зазначив, що ГПУ 
розповів один із співвласників не має ніяких претензій до 
ВАТ «Фіакр», депутат міськради політичних сил, які брали участь 
Євген Білинський. Автобус в інциденті, і до відповідальності 
його підприємства не зазнав притягнуті лише особи, в діях 
суттєвих пошкоджень. А ось на яких є склад злочину або право- 
підприємстві в ніч з 18 на 19 порушення. 
травня побувала перевірка сило- 


Підприємці далі протестують 


(Радіо Свобода) -У Києві біля Верховної Ради 
19 травня проходила багатотисячна всеукраїнська 
акція протесту підприємців «Вперед». Її учасни- 
ки протестували проти соціально-економічної 
політики уряду Миколи Азарова, вимагаючи 
від Кабміну припинити «антинародні рефор- 
ми», а від Верховної Ради - ухвалити закони, 
які будуть спрямовані на реальне покращення 
соціального рівня життя. Натомість, представ- 
ник парламентської більшості каже, що вимоги 
підприємців вже взяті до уваги і опрацьовуються 


в уряді. 


повідомляла про тисячу осіб. 


Акція, як зазначають правоохоронці та самі її 
учасники - представники малого та середнього 
бізнесу з усіх регіонів України, - проходила без 
будь-яких порушень громадського порядку. 

За оцінками кореспондента Радіо Свобода, біля 
будівлі парламенту перебували близько 5 тисяч 
учасників маршу протесту. Міліція натомість 


Самі організатори станом на 12:00 повідомили, 
що у заході брали участь понад 5 тисяч осіб, але 
люди з регіонів продовжують прибувати. Зокрема, 
до мітингувальників приєдналася ще одна велика 
група активістів з Харкова. 

Колегію акції очолює народний депутат від 
«БЮтТ-Батьківщини» Наталія Королевська, яка 
у сьогоднішньому виступі біля Верховної Ради 
заявила: «Наша місія, наше завдання - зупини- 
ти руйнування економіки, зупинити руйнування 
України». 

«Влада нас обдурила, прийнявши репресивний 
Податковий кодекс. Під час «АвтоМайдану» ми 
пред'явили владі «Народну реформу» - законо- 
проекти, які писали самі люди. Але, на жаль, їх 
навіть не захотіли розглядати у парламенті. Влада 
нас не чує і не хоче звертати на нас увагу. Тому 
сьогодні ми зібралися під стінами Верховної Ради, 
щоб ще раз оголосити свої вимоги», - заявила 
вона. 
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Prosecution appeals 
decision to free Demjanjuk 


Munich prosecutors say they are appealing the sen- 
tence of John Demjanjuk on war crimes charges and 
the decision to set him free pending appeal, reports 
The Associated Press. 

Prosecutors’ spokeswoman Barbara Stockinger told 
news agency DAPD May 16 that grounds for the ap- 
peal would be released only once a written decision is 
made in the case, which could take months. 

Demjanjuk on May 12 was convicted of 28,060 
counts of accessory to murder after the court found 
he served as a Nazi death camp guard, and sentenced 
to five years in prison. The prosecution had asked for 
six years, and is allowed to appeal the decision under 
German law. 

The defence has already appealed the conviction. 
The court ordered the 91-year-old freed pending the 
end of the appeals process — and prosecutors are also 
appealing that decision. 

Demjanjuk left prison in an unmarked vehicle on 
May 13 for a nursing home after a judge ordered him 
released pending an appeal of his conviction Бог 5егу- 
ing as a guard at a Nazi death camp. 

Michael Stumf, director of the Stadelheim prison, 
said authorities had difficulty finding a home that 
would take in Demjanjuk on such short notice. 

Stumf refused to give any details about where Dem- 
janjuk was headed, other than to say it was in the 
greater Munich area. 

“He asked us to respect his privacy,” Stumf said. 

Demjanjuk has been held in Stadelheim since he 
was deported to Germany two years ago to stand trial 
on charges. 

Demjanjuk, who was born in Ukraine, is allowed to 
live freely during that time on grounds that he doesn’t 
pose a flight risk in view of his age, his frail health and 
the fact he is stateless. 

Busch said the Ukrainian community in Munich was 
involved in helping find a place for Demjanjuk to live, 
but he declined to say where that would be, citing con- 


cerns for his client’s safety. 

Demjanjuk was a Soviet Red Army soldier captured 
by the Germans in 1942. He is accused of then agree- 
ing to serve as a guard, but Demjanjuk has always 
maintained he was a victim of the Nazis. 

He emigrated to the U.S. after the war, claiming to 
have spent much of it ina German POW camp. 

He became a U.S. citizen, but his citizenship was ге- 
voked in 1981 because the Justice Department alleged 
he was the notoriously brutal Nazi death camp guard 
“Ivan the Terrible.” 

He was extradited to Israel to stand trial, convicted 
and sentenced to death but freed when a court there 
overturned the ruling, saying the evidence showed he 
was the victim of mistaken identity. 

He returned to the U.S. and regained his citizenship 
briefly, then was deported again after German pros- 
ecutors issued a warrant for his arrest in 2009. 

One avenue for Demjanjuk to pursue may be a 1985 
FBI report uncovered by the AP that challenged the 
authenticity of a Nazi ID card used as evidence in the 
German trial. 

Still, court experts and the U.S. Department of Jus- 
tice’s Office of Special Investigations have since said 
that the card — which the defence maintains is a fake 
produced by the Soviet KGB — is genuine, and the 
Munich court ruled that it was. 

Meanwhile, a federal judge in Cleveland appointed a 
public defender to represent Demjanjuk and indicated 
the ID card could be used to reopen his citizenship 
case. 

David Leopold, an immigration attorney in Cleve- 
land, said he doubted the FBI report would help Dem- 
janjuk because there was other evidence against him. 

In either case, Leopold said, “he’s not coming back 
here if he’s not a citizen.” 

The public defender, Dennis Terez, hasn’t indicated 
how he might proceed on the ID card issue. He didn’t 
respond to an email seeking comment May 12. 


Canadaannounces furtheraidforChornobyl 


(UkrNews)—In recognition of the 25th anniversary 
of the Chornobyl accident, Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper on May 26 announced that Canada will support 
international efforts to complete safety and stabilization 
work at the Chornobyl Nuclear Power Plant in Ukraine. 
This delivers on important commitments made by G-8 
Leaders at the 2010 Muskoka Summit and will help 
permanently confine the damaged reactor site, states a 
press release from the Prime Minister’s Office. 

“Our Government remains committed to helping 
the people of Ukraine deal with the aftermath of the 
Chornobyl nuclear accident,” said the Prime Minister. 
“Tt is fitting, on the 25th anniversary of this tragedy, 
to join the international community in closing this sad 
chapter once and for all.” 

Canada’s contribution to containment efforts in 
Chornobyl continues to help the Ukrainian and neigh- 
bouring peoples deal with the devastating conse- 
quences of the 1986 Chornobyl accident. 

Canada’s contribution will be made through the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 
which manages two international funds to address re- 
mediation challenges. 

Canada’s contribution will be drawn from the De- 
partment of Foreign Affairs and International Trade’s 
Global Partnership Program — a program that has 
helped address global challenges related to weapons 
and materials of mass destruction, including efforts to 
secure and safely dispose of vulnerable nuclear and 


radiological, chemical, and biological materials. 

Since the 1986 accident at the Chornobyl Nuclear 
Plant, the G-8 has played a leading role in addressing 
containment efforts at the Ukrainian site. Recognizing 
the 25th anniversary of the disaster, G-8 Leaders at the 
2010 Muskoka Summit agreed to take the necessary 
steps to complete the final stages of safety and stabil- 
ization projects in the area. 

During the subsequent Kyiv Summit in April 2011 
— which brought together participants from over 60 
countries — the international community pledged 
$775 million in additional funding to support the com- 
pletion of work at the plant. 

Canada’s newest commitment of $30 million over 
up to four years — announced on May 26 — brings 
its total contribution to the work at Chornobyl to ap- 
proximately $105 million. 

Work at the plant — which involves building a new 
permanent confinement structure, replacing the dam- 
aged sarcophagus which encloses the reactor site as 
well as constructing related nuclear remediation facili- 
ties — is expected to be completed by 2015. 

Canadian contributions to the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) are man- 
aged by the Department of Foreign Affairs and Inter- 
national Trade’s Global Partnership Program. Finan- 
cial resources for the containment projects are man- 
aged by EBRD’s Chornoby] Shelter Fund and Nuclear 
Safety Account. 


Wrzesnewskyj loses recount by 26 votes 


Cont. from Р. 1 
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inclusion of a permanent Holodo- 
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ceding Fr. Chris Rushton, OMI, 
, Newfoundjand and Labrador. 


Photo shows respected Elder, Marie Josette Mistenapeo, 


у of the Assumption mission church in Natuashi 


Oblate Father Chris Rushton has been associated with the Innu of 
Labrador for 25 years. Today, he ministers in two Innu communities, 
Natuashish and Sheshatshiu, travelling to both on rotation, as well as 
supply teaching in local schools at all levels from Kindergarten to 
Grade 12. “There's a tremendous ministry of presence in being with 
kids and teachers in the schools,” he says. 


Father Chris needs you to make his First Nations ministry possible. 
Because, as he says, “Without Catholic Missions In Canada 
supporters, we could not travel to these missions or run the 
programs so necessary for the good of people here.” 


Help Fr. Chris and other missionaries offer healing 
and pastoral care. Please send your gift today! 
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hind the scenes to convince his 
Liberal caucus] members to sup- 
port Conservative Dauphin-Swan 
River-Marquette MP Inky Mark’s 
Bill C-331, “The Internment of 
Persons of Ukrainian Origin Rec- 
ognition Act”, which was passed 
by the House of Commons on Novy. 
23, 2005 — the last day before the 
Liberal government fell — and by 
the Senate two days later. 

In June, 2008, Wrzesnewskyj 
prevailed upon the government to 
fast-track Selkirk-Interlake Con- 
servative MP James Bezan’s Bill 
C-459, “An Act to establish a 


(‘Holodomor’) Memorial Day and 
to recognize the Ukrainian Famine 
in 1932-22 as an act of genocide”, 
though parliament. Had the bill 
gone into the committee stage, it 
would not have come up for third 
and final reading until this fall. 
Since an election call came before 
parliament resumed sitting, that 
bill would have been lost. 

In his most recent term Wrz- 
esnewskyj has concentrated on 
such issues as staffing cuts at the 
Canadian Embassy and the Cana- 
dian Museum of Human Rights 
(CMHR). He spearheaded the 
Liberal statement calling for the 


mor exhibit at the CMHR getting 
40 fellow MPs — more than half the 
caucus, to sign this statement. 
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Ha Прикарпатті 
поновили 
розкопки масових 


поховань жертв 
НКВС 


Галина Добош, Радіо Свобода 

У селі  Пшеничники Тисменицького 0 району 
на  Івано-Франківщині відновлені 4 розкопки, які 
розпочали минулого року. Це 68-1 розкопки історико- 
просвітницького товариства «Меморіал» імені Василя 
Стуса. | вони виявилися одними з найстрашніших: зі 
знайдених понад двох сотень скелетів кожний п'ятий 
- дитячий. Це масове поховання жертв комуністичного 
терору датується 1940 роком. Припускають, що мотиви 
| нищення людей були не лише політичні, а й «квартирно- 
_ матеріальні», тобто побутові. 

Для судмедексперта-криміналіста Омеляна Левицького 
це теж 68-і розкопки. У 1989-му він був серед тих, хто 
проводив дослідження в урочищі Дем'янів Лаз під Івано- 
Франківськом. Тоді у трьох могилах знайшли останки 
понад півтисячі людей. 


В урочищі Підгородище біля Ішеничників, як 
зізнається Омелян Левицький, працювати тяжче. 
«Розміри цієї ділянки розкопок величезні. В 


Дем'яновому Лазі - 144 квадратні метри, у трьох ямах. 
А тут - 4 тисячі квадратних метрів, 40 арів землі. 
Дем'янів Лаз у 28 разів менший від Пшеничників. Таку 
масу грунту «перелопатити» -- це велика праця», - каже 
він. 

Для представників «Меморіалу» дивним видався факт, 
що в селі Пшеничники стояв гарнізон НКВС. Після 1944 
року для галицьких сіл це була звична річ, але не у 1940- 
му, за часів «перших совітів». 

 Зісвідчень старожилів дізналися, що гарнізон займався 
похованням в'язнів зі Станіславської, Тисменицької 
і Тлумацької тюрем. За словами Василя Тимківа, який 
очолював групу дослідників SMO знахідки 

| виявилися жахливими. 

«Енкаведисти привозили в село у вантажівках вбитих 
людей, частково серед них були і живі в'язні. Що 
особливо вразило дослідників і підтвердило свідчення 
людей, - середтих убитих були 1 діти. От ми знайшли тіло 
матері з маленькою дитиною на руках, яку вона стискає 
в передсмертних обіймах», — розповідає дослідник. 

Зі знайдених минулого року 170 останків 40 - дитячі; 
є вони 1 серед 50 скелетів з цьогорічних розкопок. 
Представники | «Меморіалу» показують маленькі 
кісточки, непрорізані зуби, а ще залізні гаки з тіл убитих. 

Вони кажуть: людей вбивали не поспішаючи, бо не 
знайдені рештки одягу. Зате після приходу німців у 

1941-му стало відомо про цілі склади в катівнях НКВС, 
заповнені вбранням як «панським», так і гуцульським. 

На деяких кістках -сліди тортур. Особливо акцентують, 
що це ще не був час національно-визвольної боротьби, 

каже член «Меморіалу» Богдан Борович. 

«У Дем'яновому Лазі стріляли - часу не було: 41-й 
рік. А 1939-1940 роки - час був. Тож одна з гіпотез 
дуже ймовірна, що це був час вирішення житлового 
й економічного питання тих «визволителів», які 
приїхали сюди. Одразу вирішили і житлове питання, і 
матеріальне». 

Голова обласного «Меморіалу» Степан Каспрук 
сумнівається, що за сьогоднішньої ситуації в країні такі 
дослідження матимуть державну підтримку. Прикладом 
є урядові рішення щодо Биківні, які не сприяють 
правдивому вивченню історії. На Прикарпатті хоч деяке 
фінансування забезпечується завдяки обласній Програмі 
пошуку та перепоховання жертв тоталітарних режимів. 

На розкопках в основному працюють члени обласного 
«Меморіалу» та семінаристи. Є дані, що в ті часи 
були вбиті 300 семінаристів Станіславської духовної 
семінарії, однак дотепер не вдається встановити жодного 
імені. 

Генеральний вікарій Івано-Франківської єпархії УГКЦ 
Олег Каськів каже, що такі поховання - це біль не 
лише церкви, а й усього українського народу. Загиблих 
потрібно перепоховати «ради того, щоб сповнити 
християнський обов'язок», каже він: «Адже ті люди 
не були похоронені. Кинуті, вивезені, висипані чи в 
якийсь інший спосіб вони були там, скажемо, сховані. 
Постараємось поховати їх по-християнськи». 

Кожного дня розкопок в урочищі Підгородище 
священики проводять панахиди безпосередньо на місці 
захоронень, Тут встановили залізний хрест, а на ньому — 

вишитий рушник. 
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Круцик бореться 


(КУДОК)- Існують переконливі 
докази того, що агенти українських 
спецслужб здійснюють інтенсивне 
переслідування і залякування Романа 
Круцика, голови Київської міської ор- 
ганізації товариства «Меморіал» їм. 
Василя Стуса. 

Р. Круцик це відомий 1 шанований 
по цілому світі оборонець людських 
прав, дослідник і один із лідерів де- 
мократичного руху в Україні. Вже по- 
над десять років Київська міська дер- 
жавна адміністрація та уряд України 
підтримують роботу, яку здійснює Р. 
Круцик разом із співробітниками То- 


Роман 


проти сваволі влади 


робітники СБУ. Представники Київ- 
ської міської державної адміністрації 
також відвідали Товариство нібито з 
метою проведення перевірки того, як 
ця установа користується своїм при- 
міщенням. До Товариства «Мемо- 
ріал» також завітали представники 
Податкової Служби, які допитували 
Р. Круцика. Ще перед всіма цими 
відвідинами побито вікна у музей- 
них залях, а після них Товариству 
«Меморіал» тимчасово відключили 
телефонний зв'язок. 

Однак, найбільш приголомшливим 


Круцик аспектом цієї скарги є те, що її ніби- 


вариства «Меморіал». Від самого по- 


чатку існування цього товариства члени-організації КУ- 
ДОК постійно співпрацюють з «Меморіалом» та з його 
керівником. Наші члени, як і члени українських громад 
по всій Канаді, пильно слідкують за роботою Р. Круцика 
1 високо цінують його самопосвяту для України та її на- 
роду. 

Роман  Круцик колишній член українського 
парламенту 1 лауреат численних урядових нагород для 
відзначення його роботи у розкритті правди про страшні 
злочини і численні жертви, що понесла Україна на шля- 
ху до свободи i незалежности. Його новаторські дослі- 
дження стали основою для науковців, а виставки ство- 
рені під його керівництвом показували 1 показують по 
всій Україні під патронатом Президентів Леоніда Кучми 
та Віктора Ющенка. Крім цього його виставки експону- 
ються по всьому світі включно з Канадою, де Р. Круцик 
тричі виступав з доповідями у різних регіонах нашої 
країни, Президент В. Ющенко є одним 13 головних меце- 
натів чайновішої виставки Р. Круцика під назвою “Ha- 
родна війна, хроніки національного повстання проти 
совєтської влади у 1920-х i 1930-х pp” та супровідної 
книжки до неї. 

Однак, за врядування теперішнього Президента Вікто- 
ра Януковича незалежні університети і дослідні устано- 
ви стали жертвами прискіпливої уваги та залякування, 
зокрема ті установи, які займаються питанням віднов- 
лення української шко пої пам'яті та національної 
гідности. 

Нагадуємо, що свого'часу ректор Українського Като- 
лицького Університету, о. д-р Борис Гудзяк, і директор 
Національного музею-меморіялу «Тюрма на Лонцького» 
Руслан Забілий, також стали жертвами актів залякування 
з боку спецслужб. Тому минулорічний історичний візит 
канадського прем'єр-міністра Стівена Гарпера до Укра- 
їнського Католицького Університету 1 до Національного 
музею-меморіялу «Тюрма на Лонцького» став важливою 
заявою українському народові про те, що Канада та між- 
народна громадськість підтримують 1 стежать за діяль- 
ністю відважних українських патріотів. 

25 травня Служба Безпеки України (СБУ) націлилась на 
Товариство «Меморіал» і його голову Романа Круцика. 

а про урядові дії проти Р. Круцика дуже тривож- 

- На підставі скарги, яку внесла громадянка України, 
нан слідство проти нього, В результаті його до- 
питували в приміщеннях Товариства «Меморіал» спів- 


то написала якась Анна Журавська 


- особа, котрої взагалі не можна знайти. Роман Круцик 
разом із Вахтангом Кіпіані, журналістом популярної ін- 
тернетної газети " Українська правда" поїхали в далеку 
Сумську область з метою встановлення особи і минуло- 
го авторки того листа-доносу. З допомогою місцевих жи- 
телів та міліції вони встановили, що ця особа офіційно 
зареєстрована як безвісти пропавша 1 з 28 березня 2008 
р. перебуває в розшуку. Члени її сім'ї та сусіди твердять, 
що вона була алкоголічка, всіма покинута і ніхто не знає 
де вона знаходиться. Крім того, з тону і змісту цього 
листа-доносу видно, що він написаний у стилі, який на- 
гадує часи совєтської таємної поліції сталінської епохи. 

В неділю 15 травня 2011 р. під час відзначень, які від- 
бувалися в Меморіальному заповіднику в Биківні, Роман 
Круцик мав змогу особисто передати матеріяли про уря- 
дові дії проти нього канадському послові в Україні Дані- 
єлові Карону. 

На підставі вищесказаного ми домагаємось клопотань 
Канадької держави у справі Р. Круцика. Ми ласкаво про- 
симо, щоб Иого Ексцеленція Посол Карон відвідав Това- 
риство «Меморіал» у Києві і зустрінувся з Р. Круциком. 

Це був би важливий вияв канадської підтримки для 
Романа Круцика та його діяльности як правозахисника і 
видатного активіста у процесі відновлення національної 
історії України. 

Прем'єр-міністр Гарпер виявив свою відданість пи- 
танням прав людини й академічної свободи, відвідавши 
Український Католицький Університет і Національний 
музей-меморіал «Тюрма на Лонцького». Візит Посла 
Карона до Товариства «Меморіал» та його зустріч 
з Романом Круциком підкреслять тверду настанову 
канадського уряду залишитися вірним своїй обіцянці. 


За Конференцію 

Українських Державницьких Організацій Канади, 
Орест Стеців, 

голова Крайової Управи Літи Українців Канади 
Адріяна Буйняк-Виллоон, 

голова Крайової Управи Літи Українок Канади 
Оляна Ipod, голова 

Крайової Управи Спілки Української Молоді (СУМ) 
Микола Кошик, голова 

Управи Товариства Колишніх Вояків УПА 

Олег Романишин, 

головний редактор газети "Гомін України " 


Українські історики: Голодомор був спланованою 
акцією проти ймовірних повстанців 


Анастасія Москвичова, Радіо Свобода 

У столиці України 13 березня презентували видання 
«Народна війна». Як зазначає автор-упорядник книги 
Роман Круцик, у ній вперше вивели статистику кількості 
збройних повстань на українських теренах у 1917-1932 
роках. Це, на думку автора, зовсім в іншому світлі 
показує 1 концепцію «братньої любові народів» СРСР, 
i передумови Голодомору 30-х років. Видання фактич- 
но є путівником по музейній експозиції, присвяченій 
антибільшовицькій боротьбі у згаданий період, однак 
воно також містить 1 не включені до виставки докумен- 
ти. 

| виставка «Народна війна», 1 однойменна книга стали 
результатом роботи науковців в архівах служби безпеки 
18 областей України. Дослідження охоглює період від 
1917 до 1932 року. 

Воно ілюструє масовий організований повстанський 
рух у всіх українських губерніях 1 таким чином руйнує 
«міф про братню любов радянських народів», зауважує 
автор-упорядник книги Роман Круцик. 

«Навіть за такими неточними, зменшеними 
підрахунками ми побачили, що в Україні було близь- 
ко трьохсот збройних повстан: — 30 
«Навіть на Одещині є одне постання 34-го року, — 
зауважує автор. - Ї це не прості повстання, що от повста- 
ло село - ні, цілі райони повставали, виганяли, вбивали 
більшовиків, встановлювали свою владу». 

Книга ініціює суспільну дискусію щодо важкого ра- 
дянського «спадку», яка ще років 20 тому була неможли- 
вою, зазначали учасники презентації. 


За словами правозахисника 1 колишнього політв'язня 
Євгена Сверстюка, нині цінність видання полягає в 
усвідомленні того, що боротись за свої права можна за 
будь-яких умов. «Це був наступ на український народ, 
в той час - на українське селянство, що закінчився то- 
тальним голодовим терором, випробуваним ще у грома- 
дянську війну. Але був постійний опір. Великий опір на 
всіх рівнях», - зауважив Сверстюк. 


Видання «Народна війна» є фактично новою 
концепцією політичної історії України, каже Сергій 
Кокін, начальник архіву СБУ, За його словами, матеріали 
виставки є концептуально сильнішими за зроблені 
тонині академічні дослідження. Хоча й не можна го- 
ворити про ідеалізацію будь-якої сторони конфлікту, 


вважає Кокін. 

«Наприклад, у 30-му році було Павлоградське по- 
встання. Брали участь у ньому активно мешканці села 
Вербки майбутньої Дніпропетровської області. Це 
село потрапляє одним із перших на «чорну дошку», 
наводить приклад начальник архіву СЬУ. - | от виставка 
це показує. Так, вони були далеко не ангели, у них були 
свої помилки і ще там деякі речі. Але, все ж таки ми 
повинні бачити, в яких вони історичних умовах діяли і з 
ким вони мали справу, щоб потім моралізувати навколо 
цих постатей і тих подій». 

Основну експозицію виставки «Народна війна» 
відкрили в «Українському домі» у жовтні минулого року. 
Сьогодні її доповнена версія постійно діє у Київському 
«Меморіалі». Там же планується i реалізовувати книгу 
про антибільшовицькі повстання українців. 
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Yanukovych approval rating slips to 11% 


Mark Rachkevych, Kyiv Post 
Viktor Yanukovych’s approval rating is dipping down into 
Viktor Yushchenko territory. 


In April, the president’s rating reached an all-time low of 


11 percent, down from 41 percent a year ago, according to 
Kyiv think tank Razumkoy Center. 

Yanukovych’s predecessor, Yushchenko, ended his five- 
year presidency in 2010 with public support measured only 
in the single digits. 

But the president’s people say they aren’t alarmed. 

Andriy Yermolaey, a presidential adviser, said Yanuko- 
vych’s post-election ratings dip is to be expected. “Natural- 
ly, Yanukovych’s rating has dropped from when voters were 
mobilized” before his Feb. 7, 2010, election as president, 
Yermolaey said. 

Support for Yanukovych has plunged sharply since he took 
over as president, sinking in parallel with consumer confi- 
dence amid rising inflation. 

“The growth in prices for food produce and housing and 
utility services has negatively reflected on the support level 
of Ukrainians for the president and the Party of Regions,” 
Austria’s Erste Bank said in a May 17 report. 

Citing recent surveys, Erste warned that consumer confi- 
dence and inflation on essential goods could lead to popular 
unrest. 

That gauge inched up slightly in April after dipping in 
prior months to levels last seen during the 2009 recession, 
according to a monthly index produced by GfK Ukraine. 

“TA] slowdown in price increases in April calmed consum- 
ers to some extent, but the credibility of economic policy 
remains at a low level,” GfK said. 

GfK said citizens blame the Yanukovych administration. 

Consumer spending in Ukraine drives 60-65 percent of 


economic growth, according to investment bank Astrum, 
making expectations important economic indicators. 

A pollster who has reportedly worked for Yanukovych’s 
Party of Regions, Yevhen Kopatko of Research and Brand- 
ing, said that the public’s attitude is down because of painful 
austerity measures. 

Another recent Razumkoy Center survey indicated that 
42.5 percent of respondents said they were ready to take 
to the streets to protest “significant price jumps in essential 
goods and services.” 

Government forecasts put this year’s inflation rate at 8-9 
percent, a target that pleases Ukraine’s main creditor, the 
International Monetary Fund, which bailed out Ukraine last 
year with a $15 billion credit line. 

However, Razumkov’s Vasyl Yurchyshyn said inflation 
will reach 12-13 percent. As energy prices climb, Yurchyshyn 
said housing, transportation and utility services will as well. 

Sixteen percent of Ukrainians said they have difficulty 
coming up with money to buy food while 44 percent said 
they have enough to buy food but not for other essentials like 
clothing. 

Only 32 percent said they have enough of a monthly in- 
come with which to buy essential goods and still save money, 
a late 2010 Razumkoy study said. 

“The public’s pessimism is natural. They don’t see a way 
to improve their lives,” said hor Zhdanov, president of Open 
Politics, a Kyiv-based policy center. 

While critics compare Yanukovych’s power grab to the 
way Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin solidified his 
grasp, one big difference is that Putin in petro-dollar rich 
Russia has managed to maintain a high approval rating — 69 
percent in March, according to Moscow pollster Levada- 
Center. 


Authorities detain Tymoshenko 


By contrast, in Ukraine, analysts say that while rich busi- 
nessmen close to the president have handsomely profited 
from inside dealings, Yanukovych has failed to deliver chan- 
ges that help millions of ordinary citizens. 

After giving him the benefit of the doubt last year, invest- 
ors are also expressing disappointment publicly. 

Reform has ground to a halt in Ukraine, investors said dur- 
ing the seventh Adam Smith Conference summit in London, 
according to Interfax-Ukraine on May 16. 

"Г т very disappointed with Ukraine: prospects were good 
a year ago and it seemed that remarkable people in the ad- 
ministration will not only talk, but also promote reform,” 
said Royal Bank of Scotland’s Timothy Ash in London. 

“The risk for Ukraine is that other, newer markets will by- 
pass it,” said Roland Nash of Verno Capital. “Mongolia’s 
gross domestic product per capita already exceeds Ukraine.” 

Yermolaey, the long-time political adviser to Yanuko- 
vych’s Party of Regions, said the public had unrealistic ex- 
pectations for quick improvement. 

Political scientist Zhdanoy said authorities are not helping 
themselves. He said Victory Day clashes in Lviv on May 9 
between Ukrainian nationalists and pro-Russian groups over 
the display of the red Soviet flag was orchestrated by author- 
ities to distract attention from economic woes. 

“They artificially want to divide the country in order to 
set the stage for Yanukovych to face a bogey man radical 
nationalist for president in 2015,” Zhdanov said. 

Zhdanov also said the new tax code is hurting small busi- 
nesses. “These are people who stand in the cold and sell 
goods in order to survive,” Zhdanov said. “The new tax code 
is destroying these small businesses.” 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukrainian authorities briefly 
detained opposition leader Yulia Tymoshenko on May 
24, sparking a wave of international concerns and dip- 
lomatic activity, while also raising questions the move 
may have been politically motivated. 

She was released from custody later that day, signal- 
ling the authorities may have tried to test international 
and domestic reactions to the possibility that the lead- 
ing opposition figure may be arrested. 

The test raised an outrage among Tymoshenko’s 
followers and political allies in Europe, including the 
European People’s Party, which expressed major con- 
cerns with the development. 

“I strongly condemn the arrest of Yulia Tym- 
oshenko,” Wilfried Martens, the president of the Euro- 
pean People’s Party and a former prime minister of 
Belgium, said in a posting on Twitter on Tuesday. “I 
will be following the situation very closely.” 

Jerzy Buzek, the president of the European Parlia- 
ment, also expressed concerns, adding the move raises 
questions about “politically motivated” case against 
the opposition leader. 

The reaction puts mounting pressure on President 
Viktor Yanukovych as Ukraine has been already al- 
leged of drifting | »wards authoritarian rule over the 
past 12 months. International human rights and media 
watchdogs complained about deteriorating freedom of 
speech and the overall level democracy in the country. 

Seeking to calm down the international concerns, 
Prosecutor General Viktor Pshonka on May 24 met 
with foreign diplomats, including U.S. Ambassador 
John Tefft, and ambassadors representing countries of 
the European Union, and the European Commission in 
Ukraine. 

Pshonka briefed the diplomats on the latest develop- 
ments and the case against Tymoshenko, accusing her 


of intentionally delaying the investigation. 

Tymoshenko, emerging from the Prosecutor Gener- 
al’s Office to the cheers of her'supporters later on May 
24, accused Yanukovych of trying to jail his political 
opponents for extending his political rule. 

“Unlike you, Mr. Yanukovych, I don’t have either 
law enforcement troops ог а repressive apparatus, or!a 
gang that has been surrounding you, or billions of [dol- 
lars] you have stolen from this country,” Tymoshenko 
said. : 

“Perhaps, I don’t have anything, but after your ac- 
tions like these, believe me, you look much weaker 
then I even with all those guns,” Tymoshenko said. 
“That’s because you are scared) not me.” 

Tymoshenko is accused of negotiating the gas agree- 
ment in January 2009 that had set a very \high natural 
gas price for Ukraine that now had threatened its eco- 
nomic recovery, according to Prime Minister Mykola 
AZarov. 

Tymoshenko tried to stop the investigation, but a 
Kyiv district court on May 16 had rejected her lawsuit, 
allowing the investigation to proceed. 

The detention of Tymoshenko also triggered criti- 
cism within Ukraine with Arseniy Yatseniuk, the 
second most popular opposition leader, warned the 
move would lead to further political escalation and 
boycott by opposition lawmakers. 

“If the authorities go ahead with this, they will never 
explain to the people and to the world that this is an 
honest investigation into a criminal case, not a political 
vendetta,’ Yatseniuk said. 

“If Tymoshenko is arrested, not a single opposition 
lawmaker must appear in Parliament,” Yatseniuk said. 

“We will go to the people. After this decision, this 
would not be a Parliament. This will not be the govern- 
ment, but the junta.” 


Controversial legislation raises Red Flag 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor Yanukovych 
on May 20 signed into law controversial legislation 
that honors the Soviet Union’s Red Flag, the hoisting 
of which earlier this month triggered massive clashes 
and a shooting incident in Lviv. 

The legislation calls for raising the Red Flag, along with 
the national flag, on holidays such as Victory Day, May 9, 
celebrating the victory over Nazi Germany in 1945, 

The legislation may provoke further regional splits 
within Ukraine as western regions of the country ve- 
hemently refuse to honour the Red Flag, while it may 
generate some support in eastern and southern regions. 

For many in western and central regions the Red Flag 
is associated with Communist crimes committed against 
the people, including Holodomor, when up to six mil- 
lion Ukrainians were starved to death in 1932-1933 to 
weaken their resistance to the Communist regime. 

“The Red Flag is a symbol of those times,” Cardi- 


nal Lyubomyr Husar, a former head of the Ukrainian 
Greek-Catholic Church, said in an interview with 
Channel 5. “This is not a symbol of Ukraine. This is 
not a symbol of freedom. This is a symbol of torture. 
This is a symbol of very hard times for our people.” 

Following the clashes in Lviv, Yanukovych had 
pledged to takes steps to ensure there is no more es- 
calation over the issue, and some hopes the president 
would refuse to sign the legislation into law. 

But the move on May 20 shows that further escala- 
tion is possible, especially after the Communist Party 
has pledged to send more activists to Lviv on June 22, 
the anniversary of the Nazi Germany’s attack on the 
Soviet Union in 1941. 

“Yanukovych, by signing the law оп the Red Flag, 
has just rejected his second presidential term,” Volody- 
myr Tsybulko, a political strategist who once worked 
for then President Viktor Yushchenko. 
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German “justice” harks 
back to another era 


The saga of John Demjanjuk continues to take tortuous twists and 
turns. 

May 12 a German Court found the 91-year-old Holodomor survivor 
and former Prisoner of War under the Nazis guilty of over 28,000 counts 
of being an accessory to murder at the Sobibor death camp and sentenced 
him to five years in prison. 

Then presiding Judge Ralph Alt turned around and set Demjanjuk free, 
pending his appeal - а process which can take up to two years — arguing 
that because of his age he posed no flight risk. 

One may well ask that if Demjanjuk poses no flight risk during the ap- 
peal process — after which he has been supposedly found guilty — why 
was he incarcerated during the trial itself — during which he was presum- 
ably deemed innocent until proven guilty? 

Perhaps because he was never presumed innocent until proven guilty. 
In fact the proceedings suggest his guilt was predetermined, and he 
was subjected to a show trial designed to expunge the Germans of guilt 
for their Nazi past while crucifying an innocent foreign victim of their 
crimes as a convenient scapegoat. 

Let’s take the facts of the case. 

Demjanjuk was convicted despite the fact there was no evidence what- 
soever that he committed any specific crime. 

Demjanjuk was convicted despite that fact there were no living wit- 
nesses to testify he was indeed at Sobibor. 

Demjanjuk was convicted on the basis of a KGB summary of an inter- 
view with someone named Ignat Danilchenko, who claimed to have been 
a guard himself at Sobibor when Demjanjuk was there , despite the fact 
Danilchenko has been dead for 25 years thus unavailable for cross exam- 
ination. And the KGB is notorious for both fabrications and obtaining 
statements under torture. 

Demjanjuk was also convicted on the basis of an ID card that pur- 
portedly showed him to be a camp card despite the fact a recently de- 
classified FBI document, revealed by the Associated Press, indicated the 
agency believed the card was a KGB fake designed to implicate Ukrain- 
ians in war crimes. When the defence asked for a delay of the trial so that 
they could have a chance to study the FBI document, this was denied. 
Please bear in mind that the US Office of Special Investigations which 
initially deported Demjanjuk to face trial in Israel as being another guard 
in another camp altogether was aware of this FBI document, but made no 
mention of it, just as they withheld evidence which showed another man 
was the infamous “Ivan the Terrible” at Treblinka. The Israeli Supreme 
Court reversed Demjanjuk’s death sentence when it was proven that 
Demjanjuk was not “Ivan the Terrible”. Yet the German court refused to 

allow the defence to check the validity of this crucial piece of evidence 
which would undoubtedly have cleared him. 

Even if Demjanjuk had actually been a guard at Sobibor (and we cannot 
accept the verdict that he was on the basis of the questionable evidence 
that was presented), then he would have been an unwilling participant, 
forced into service by the starvation that Soviet Prisoners of War faced 
in the Nazi camps. He also would have been trained at Trawniki by the 
team led by SS Captain Karl Streibel who was acquitted by a Hamburg 
court in 1976 along with SS Staff Sergeant Josef Napieralla, who was 
responsible for the day-to-day management of the labour camp, and four 
Trawniki company commanders of any crimes. 

Also note that Germany, which democratically elected Hitler in 1933, 
and is thus responsible for the Holocaust, has been loath to prosecute its 
own native-born war criminals in the past and recently passed a statute 
of limitations law on the prosecution of its own war criminals. Neither 
will that country allow its citizens to be extradited to any other country 
to face war crimes charges. 

Yet the Germans were more than willing to extradite a 91-year-old 
Ukrainian victim of their crimes — who would not be liable to prosecu- 
tion under that same German statute of limitations which applies to eth- 
nic Germans — to serve as a scapegoat for their own sins. 

If this is German “justice”, then how far has the country really gone 
forward in reversing its Nazi past? 
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UWC urges ЕС to condemn 
clorification of Stalinism 


(UWC)—In a letter dated 18 May 2011, the Ukraini- 
an World Congress (UWC) called upon the European 
community to demand that the Ukrainian government 
authorities immediately denounce the glorification of 
Stalinism and cease promoting symbols of the Com- 
munist totalitarian regime. This letter was sent to: a) 
the President of the European Parliament, Jerzy Buzek; 
b) the President of the European Council, Herman Van 
Rompuy; с) the President of the European Commis- 
sion, José Manuel Barroso; d) the Secretary General 
of the Council of Europe, Thorbjorn Jagland; e) the 
Chairperson-in-Office of the Organization for Secu- 
rity and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE), Audronius 
AZubalis; б) the European Commissioner for Enlarge- 
ment and Neighbourhood Policy, Stefan Fiile; g) the 
Chair of the European Parliament Delegation to the 
EU-Ukzaine Parliamentary Cooperation Committee, 
Pawel Kowal; h) the Chair of the European Parliament 
Subcommittee on Human Rights, Heidi Hautala; i) the 
Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights, 
Thomas Hammarberg; and j) the OSCE Director of the 
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights, 
Janez І. епатбіс. 

In this letter, the UWC noted that Ukraine began 
chairing the Committee of Ministers of the Council 
of Europe on 11 May 2011, and that it will chair the 
OSCE in 2013. The UWC stressed that it is imperative 
that such institutions be chaired by states that espouse 
and aspire to Europe’s vision of society based on the 
principles of democracy. The UWC pointed out that 
fundamental pan-European ideals have been forged 
through Europe’s common history, especially in the 
20" century. They include freedom, the rule of law, 
respect for human rights and, as a consequence, the 
rejection of totalitarian regimes, both past and pres- 
ent. The UWC referred to several declarations and 
resolutions based on these principles and ideals, in 
which Europe has condemned Stalinism and the Com- 
munist totalitarian regime, particularly the following: 
the Declaration of the European Parliament on the 
proclamation of 23 August as European Day of Re- 
membrance for Victims of Stalinism and Nazism (23 
September 2008); the European Parliament resolution 
of 23 October 2008 on the commemoration of the Ho- 
lodomor, the Ukraine artificial famine (1932-1933); 
the European Parliament resolution of 2 April 2009 
on European conscience and totalitarianism; the Res- 
olution on Divided Europe Reunited: Promoting Hu- 
man Rights and Civil Liberties in the OSCE Region 


in the 21" Century (the OSCE Vilnius Declaration of 
3 July 2009); and the Resolution of the Parliamentary 
Assembly of the Council of Europe of 28 April 2010 
Commemorating the victims of the Great Famine (Ho- 
lodomor) in the former USSR. 

The UWC noted that despite the above declarations 
and resolutions: 

- On May 5, 2010, the Regional Organization of the 
Communist Party of Ukraine unveiled a monument to 
Stalin in Zaporizhzhia; 

- On May 7, 2011, the Union of Soviet officers put up 
a billboard in Sevastopol with the image of Stalin; and 

¢ On 21 April 2011, the Verkhovna Rada adopted an 
amendment to the Law of Ukraine “On immortaliz- 
ing Victory in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945” 
which introduces the concept of the “Victory Flag” 
—a red flag emblazoned with a star and hammer and 
sickle — that must be officially displayed on all build- 
ings and raised on all flagpoles alongside the State 
Flag of Ukraine every May 9. It was under the red flag 
that Stalin’s Communist totalitarian regime conducted 
a genocide of the Ukrainian people, ruined Ukrainian 
churches, executed Ukrainian scholars and cultural ac- 
tivists, and crushed all expressions of the Ukrainian 
national spirit. 

In view of Ukraine’s important symbolic role as 
the current chair of the Committee of Ministers of 
the Council of Europe and future chair of the OSCE, 
and given Europe’s fundamental opposition to totali- 
tarianism as reflected in the aforementioned declara- 
tions and resolutions, the UWC urged the European 
community to demand that the Ukrainian government 
authorities immediately condemn all forms of glorifi- 
cation of Stalinism and cease promoting symbols of 
the Communist totalitarian regime. Any action short 
of this would undermine the well-established policies 
and principles of the European Parliament, the Coun- 
cil of Europe and the OSCE aimed at denouncing all 
forms of past totalitarianism and combating any kind 
of neo-totalitarianism. 

“The UWC calls upon all of its member organiza- 
tions to support its appeal to the European community 
and to jointly demand that the current Ukrainian gov- 
ernment authorities condemn the intolerable actions 
which glorify Stalinism and promote symbols of the 
Communist totalitarian regime,” stated UWC Presi- 
dent Eugene Czolij. 

The full text of the letter is available on the UWC 
web site at: ukrainianworldcongress.org 


Davidand Goliath atthe United Nations 


By Askold 5. Lozynskyj 

At a recent briefing at the United Nations in New 
York the Assistant Secretary General for Human 
Rights addressed human rights issues, but limited his 
presentation to countries, albeit abusive, but with lit- 
tle clout at the UN. I voiced my concern with human 
rights abuse in traditional longstanding member states 
and the difficulty of raising this issue, in particular, 
when the abuser is the Russian Federation, not only 
a member state, but a permanent member of the UN 
Security Council with veto power. I pointed out that in 
at least two instances the Office of the High Commis- 
sioner for Human Rights simply failed to respond to 
letters and memoranda on human rights in the Russian 
Federation submitted by the Ukrainian World Con- 
gress. The Assistant Secretary encouraged me to con- 
tinue monitoring and submitting evidence even when 
there appears to be no response or reaction. He pointed 
out that during the High Commissioner’s last visit to 
the Russia Federation she did raise human rights’ is- 
sues. I requested a transcript of the High Commission- 
er’s remarks. Some three weeks have elapsed. I can 
wait. 

In the meantime, the Ukrainian World Congress has 
submitted a statement to an upcoming review confer- 
ence on education scheduled in Geneva this summer. 
The statement reads: 

“Effective universal primary education for all chil- 
dren means that the individual physical, psychologic- 
al, linguistic, and emotional needs of children must be 
met through a full course of primary schooling. Sim- 
ply teaching the 3 Rs (reading, ‘riting, ‘rithmetic) is no 
longer an effective strategy in the 217 century. 

A major challenge in developing including post So- 
viet countries is meeting the educational requirements 
of children with special needs (physical, psycho- 
logical, linguistic and emotional). In a society, which 
continues to struggle under the burden of intolerance, 


individuals, who do not fit the one-size-fits-all model 
are viewed as an embarrassment and a burden. 

Post Soviet countries (e.g. Ukraine) have an ex- 
press need to raise educator, public and policy-maker 
awareness that children with physical, psychological, 
linguistic and emotional challenges need: 

» To socialize with their peers in a school setting (and 
not be marginalized through at-home instruction); 

¢ A program that places focus on enhancing their po- 
tential (and not one that restricts itself to labelling their 
“defect” resulting in learned-helplessness); 

¢ Programs that will educate and nurture child-ad- 
уосасу professionals (and not individuals restricted to 
implementing and monitoring state policy with a dis- 
regard for individual uniqueness). 

Evidence in countries of the developed world has 
shown that making schools inclusive and providing 
special needs’ children with a child-focused educa- 
tion, results in gains for all children and, ultimately, 
society-at-large. 

The United Nations bodies should raise awareness 
of this need in post Soviet and developing countries 
and coordinate financial assistance to meet it. 

Another significant issue in the educational field is 
addressing the needs of ethnic minorities. Article 27 
of the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights provides: ‘In those States in which ethnic, re- 
ligious or linguistic minorities exist, persons belong- 
ing to such minorities shall not be denied the right, in 
community with the other members of their group, to 
enjoy their own culture, to profess and practice their 
own religion, or to use their own language. ’ 

A case on point is the Ukrainian ethnic minority 
which is the largest in the Russian Federation. There 
isn’t a single Ukrainian language school in the Russian 
Federation. By comparison, the Russian ethnic min- 
ority is the largest in Ukraine. There are some three 
thousand schools in Ukraine where the Russian Іап- 
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Ukrainian opposition remains fragmented 


By Pavel Korduban 

(Jamestown Foundation)— 
Clashes between nationalist and 
pro-Russian activists spoiled the 
Victory Day ceremonies in the 
Western Ukrainian city of Lviv on 
May 9. Militants from the Freedom 
Party beat up pro-Russian activists, 
who arrived in Lviv from Russo- 
phone southern regions, clashed 
with police, burnt red flags and de- 
stroyed a wreath which the Russian 
consul, Oleg Astakhov, was going 
to lay at the local cemetery. One 
member of the Freedom Party was 
shot in the leg by a local pro-Rus- 
sian activist. Lviv Region Govern- 
or, Mykhaylo Tsymbalyuk, pressed 
by the Freedom Party (which 
dominates the regional council) 
tendered his resignation on the fol- 
lowing day. 

The radicals from the Freedom 
Party in Lviv made use of divide- 
and-rule tactics, which the ruling 
Party of Regions (PRU) pursues 
ahead of the parliamentary election 


scheduled for October 2012. On 
April 21, the PRU dominated par- 
liament ruled that red flags would 
be used along with the national 
blue-and-yellow flags during the 
Victory Day celebrations across the 
country. By doing so, the PRU de- 
liberately provoked tension in Lviv 
and other Western areas where red 
flags are associated with commun- 
ism and the Soviet occupation in 
the mid-twentieth century rather 
than with the victory in World War 
II. On April 28, the Lviv Region 
council ruled to outlaw red flags 
in Lviv. At the same time, pro- 
Russian activists from the Crimea 
decided to go to Lviv with red flags 
evidently to provoke the Freedom 
Party and other nationalists. Con- 
flict in this context was inevitable. 

Despite ideological differences, 
Freedom and the PRU pursue one 
common goal ahead of the parlia- 
mentary election. This is to weaken 
the most popular opposition force, 
the bloc of the former Prime Min- 


ister Yulia Tymoshenko (BYT). 
PRU ideologists want to radicalize 
society in Western Ukraine where 
Freedom and BYT share the same 
nationalist electorate so that the 
more radical elements of the elec- 
torate vote for Freedom rather than 
BYT. Such tactics worked in the lo- 
cal elections last fall, as a result of 
which the Freedom Party dominates 
several regional councils in Western 
Ukraine. At the same time, support 
for Freedom is limited to that part 
of Ukraine while popular support 
for BYT is geographically much 
wider so Freedom is seen in PRU as 
a lesser evil on the national scale. 
Opinion polls conducted this year 
and in 2010 show that Freedom’s 
popularity has been on the rise but 
it is far from supplanting BYT as 
the most popular opposition party. 
It is currently only the third most 
popular opposition force. Accord- 
ing to opinion polls by the Kyiv- 
based Razumkoy think-tank, the 
share of Ukrainians who are ready 


UkraineexpelsCzechdiplomats 
Talks withthe European Unionjeopardized 


By Pavel Korduban 
(Jamestown Foundation)—Ukraine has expelled two 
Czech diplomats, explaining that they had gathered 
military secrets and hired local assistants who now 
face prison sentences. This is an extraordinary event as 
Ukraine has avoided scandals involving the expulsion 
of Western diplomats in the past. Moreover, this 
happened at a crucial moment when Ukraine and the 
European Union, which admitted the Czech Republic 
“into membership in 2004, are about to complete 
“political association and free trade talks. Thé scandal 
may affect the outcome of the talks. The Czechs 
have accused Ukraine of taking revenge for Prague 
granting political asylum early this year to the former 
Ukrainian Economy Minister Bohdan Danylyshyn. 
On May 13, the Ukrainian foreign ministry 
summoned the Czech charge d’affaires, Vitezslav 
Pivonka, to announce that two officials from the 
Czech military attaché’s office were declared persona 
non grata for gathering Ukrainian state secrets. The 
ministry’s spokesman, Oleg Voloshyn, said this was 
done at the request of the Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU). He added that the expelled Czechs were a 
colonel and a major, so they were not career diplomats. 
The SBU told a briefing later that the expelled Czech 
nationals had hired two Ukrainian “accomplices” 
who gathered secret information for them for several 
years. In particular, the spies wanted to learn more 
about Kyiv-based aviation plant No. 410, Ukraine’s 
plans to produce An-70 and An-178 aircraft, projects 
in which the Yuzhmash missile manufacturer is 
involved, the Adros jamming systems designed to 
protect helicopters from infrared-guided missiles 
and the satellite navigation systems with which the 
T-84 U Oplot tanks are equipped. The SBU stressed 
that it managed to film the exchange of money for 
secret documents between the foreign spies and their 


David and Goliath 


guage is either offered or serves as the main language 
of instruction. 

Evidently, something is amiss in the Russian Federa- 
tion. The aforesaid incongruity does not serve the Rus- 
sian state nor the Ukrainian ethnic minority therein as 
the latter feels slighted and thus sees itself outside the 
mainstream of the Russian state. This lack of attention 
to ethnic minorities is palpable in other spheres in the 
Russian Federation, religion, etc. 

The United Nations should pay particular attention 
to the development of linguistic and religious rights of 
ethnic minorities not only in compliance with the Uni- 
versal Declaration on Human Rights and the aforesaid 
Covenant, but with the aim of sustaining the demo- 
cratic development of its member-states. Cultural de- 
velopment in education is basic to fostering a more 
loyal and participatory citizenry.” 

Hope springs eternal! 

Askold S. Lozynskyj is the Ukrainian World Congress’ 
main representative to the United Nations 


Ukrainian informants. 

The Czech reaction was immediate. The Czech 
Foreign Minister, Karel Schwarzenberg, suggested 
that Ukraine acted in revenge for Prague granting 
political asylum last January to the former Ukrainian 
Economy Minister Bohdan Danylyshyn. Last summer, 
Danylyshyn, who served inthe 2007—2010 government 
of Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko, was charged 
with abuse of office for awarding contracts without 
tenders. He fled to the Czech Republic and was put 
on the international wanted list by Ukraine. Ironically, 
on May. 17, parliament legalized awarding contracts 
without tenders. Danylyshyn was granted asylum on 
Jan. 13, and a court in Prague refused to extradite him 
to Ukraine last February, while the EU and the United 
States reacted to the case of Danylyshyn and several 
arrests of former ministers on corruption charges late 
last year by warning Kyiv against selective justice. 
Tymoshenko, who is an opposition leader now, is 
also facing such charges, and many local and foreign 
observers suspect that political motives lie behind 
them. 

Kyiv denied that the expulsion of the Czech 
diplomats was in response to the Danylyshyn affair, 
claiming that the two Czechs had started spying long 
before Danylyshyn was appointed as a minister. 
Nonetheless, Schwarzenberg had reason to speak 
about links between the spy scandal and Danylyshyn’s 
asylum. The granting of asylum to him by Czechs has 
been a huge blow to Ukraine’s international image at 
a time when Kyiv is negotiating political association 
with the EU; the two sides say they plan to complete 
the process this year. Kyiv wants to avoid similar 
blows in the future by showing Western democracies 
that it can retaliate. Otherwise Kyiv might have 
settled the spy affair with Prague without any public 
scandal. The former state reserve chief, Mykhaylo 
Pozhyvanoy, who also served in the Tymoshenko 
government, applied for asylum in Austria early this 
year and is awaiting Vienna’s decision. Hardly by 
coincidence, the SBU mentioned that one of the local 
assistants of the spies had applied for political asylum 
in the Czech Republic and was detained while trying 
to leave Ukraine. 

Valery Chaly, a senior expert from the Kyiv-based 
Razumkoy think tank and former deputy foreign 
minister, suggested that the spy scandal could sink the 
association talks. He said that an association agreement 
with the EU would not come into force if the Czech 
Republic as an EU member chose not to ratify it. The 
head of the EU office in Ukraine, Jose Manuel Pinto 
Teixeira, called for caution saying that support from 
all EU members would be essential for Ukraine’s 
EU integration. The Ukrainian foreign ministry’s 
EU department director, Vasyl Filipchuk, tried to put 
a brave face on it, however, saying that the scandal 
would not affect relations with the Czech Republic nor 
with the EU. Still, Prague decided to expel a Ukrainian 
military attaché in response. The Ukrainian foreign 
ministry said this reaction by Prague was “inadequate” 
as the diplomat was not accused of anything, so this 
was clearly retaliation. 


to vote for Freedom increased 
from 2.8 percent in August 2010 
to 4.6 percent in April 2011. Over 
the same period, support for BYT 
grew from 13.7 percent to 17.9 
percent. The figures for the second 
most popular opposition party, the 
Front of Change which is headed 
by charismatic and young former 
parliamentary speaker Arseny Yat- 
senyuk, improved from 5.3 percent 
to 10.8 percent. 

The opposition’s popularity is 
growing obviously at the expense 
of PRU and its junior partner in 
the government, the relatively 
new party Strong Ukraine, whose 
leader is the liberal Deputy Prime 
Minister Serhiy Tihipko. Razum- 
kov’s polling figures for the two 
parties plunged respectively from 
41.2 percent to 22.1 percent and 
from 11.1 percent to 6.1 percent. 
Tihipko has signalled that he may 
quit the government to focus on 
the election campaign if the gov- 
ernment continued to drag its feet 
over unpopular market reforms. As 
а result, Strong Ukraine’s popular- 
ity may grow at the expense of both 
BYT and PRU as last year’s presi- 
dential election showed that Tihip- 
ko drew support from the regional 
strongholds of both parties. 

Tihipko may well join the ranks 
of the opposition ahead of the elec- 
tion, further fragmenting the op- 
position which is disunited even 
without him. Tymoshenko is wary 


What do you think? 


GOOD NEWS FOR SMALL BUSINESSES 


Our federal Conservative Government has announced the creation 
of the Red Tape Reduction Commission, which will work to reduce 
the burden of federal regulatory requirements on Canadian enterprises, 
especially small- and medium-sized businesses. 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper said “small and medium-sized 
businesses are a critical driver of the Canadian economy. This initiative 
will help ensure that they can grow, prosper and create jobs without 
being impeded by unnecessary government regulations.” 

The Red Tape Reduction Commission will be chaired by Minister 
of State (Small Business and Tourism) Rob Moore and will help 
find effective and lasting solutions to support Canadian small- and 
medium-sized businesses. It will consult with Canadians and Canadian 
businesses to identify irritants that have a clear detrimental effect 
on growth, competitiveness and innovation. The Commission will 
also look at the cost associated with federal regulatory requirements 
that businesses face, and provide advice on permanent solutions for 
reducing the overall compliance burden. 

Canadian businesses spend billions of dollars each year adhering to 
regulations. Our Conservative Government feels it is important to look 
at where and how we can reduce these costs and this red-tape burden. 

Over the last three years, our Government has simplified regulatory 
and administrative requirements for Canadian businesses, including 
the Paperwork Burden Reduction Initiative, which eliminated almost 
80,000 regulatory requirements and information obligations by 
streamlining regulations, eliminating duplicate requirements and 
overlapping obligations, and reducing information requirements. Also, 
the Canada Revenue Agency has reduced the frequency of required 
tax filings and remittances, benefiting small businesses. 

The Commission will hold consultations with Canadian businesses, 
including an online consultation process will also take place at www. 
reduceredtape.ca.The Commission will issue its recommendations to 
the Government in the fall of 2011. 

I think this Commission is good news for small businesses. 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


of alliances with smaller nationalist 
opposition parties such as former 
President Viktor Yushchenko’s Our 
Ukzaine after her squabbles with 
them when she was prime minis- 
ter in 2008-2010. She told a recent 
press conference that she does not 
talk with Yushchenko as they share 
different values. The ambitious 
Yatsenyuk does not intend to join 
any alliances either. He said his 
goal is to overtake BYT in the 2012 
polls so as to become the second 
strongest party in parliament after 
PRU. 

The Freedom Party is not against 
forming alliances, its leader Oleh 
Tyahnybok told his supporters dur- 
ing arecent regional trip. However, 
Tyahnybok clearly sees Freedom 
as the dominant force in any oppos- 
ition alliance. In any case, BYT or 
Yatsenyuk will hardly join forces 
with Freedom since their xeno- 
phobic slogans are viewed by many 
as ideological allies to Nazism. An 
alliance with Freedom at the na- 
tional scale would only discredit 
mainstream parties. Alone, Free- 
dom can be neutralized by PRU, 
which controls parliament, at any 
time through raising the thresh- 
old to parliament from the current 
3 percent to 5 percent or more, 
which Freedom will not overcome. 
President Viktor Yanukovych indi- 
cated the possibility of raising the 
threshold in his recent address to 
the nation. 


Я 
PETER GOLDRING 
Member. of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Fathers Day BBQ Dinner 
4:00 - 8:00 pm 

Grand Ballroom, Conference Сетіке 
Reservations: 780.453.6504 


780,452.7770 


Treat Dad to а delicious 


Father's Day Brunch 


Sunday, June 19, 2011 

525.95 
Seniors $23.95 
Children (10-12) $16.95 
Children (2-9) 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, AB T5G 3A1 
chateaulouis,com 


FUSION. 


Harmony in Motion 


$ 1.50/yr 

" Prices do not include gratuity or GST 

* 15% auto gratuity for groups of 8 or more 
10:00 am - 2:00 риті 
Royall Coach Dining Room 
Reservations: 780.453.6508 


Clockwise from Top Left: The Two Hills Ukrainian Dancers perform a Hutsul number: Larisa Sembaliuk Che- 
ladyn unveils her paintings; The Train Station, one of the paintings. 


Sembaliuk Cheladyn 
paintings unveiled at Village 


(UktNews)—A series of four 
new paintings honouring Ukrain- 
ian pioneers and featuring scenes 
from the Ukrainian Cultural Herit- 


| age Village, by artist Larisa Sem- 
| baliuk Cheladyn were unveiled at 
| the Village during the opening of 
| their summer season, May 23. 


The series created as a fundrais- 
ing project for the Friends of the 
Ukrainian Village Society. Lim- 


| ited edition prints of this series are 
available. 


Research support for this pro- 
ject was generously provided by 
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 


jubilee Auditorium 


Saturday, 


_ June 95th 3011 


7:30pm 


Featuring: 


.. Viter Ukrainian Dancers 
Viter Ukrainian Folk Choir 


Р. нІМОкурк 
= ЖИМ 


lage Research Programme. 

The launch took place during the 
Celebration of Dance festival at the 
Village. 

Friends Society President Roger 
Pullishy introduced Sembaliuk 


Cheladyn, who described each of - 


the four works. They are as fol- 
lows: 
“Prairie Church” 

Cultural traditions and spiritual- 
ity were very important to Ukrain- 
ian immigrants. Though it often 
took many years, building a church 
in the community was a high prior- 
ity for pioneers. Here they would 
gather for church services and cele- 
brations. 

St. Vladimir’s Ukrainian Greek 
Orthodox church was built in 
Vegreville, AB and was moved to 
the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village in 1983. 

“Easter Paska” 
In the late 1920s preparing for 


legs tess 
@ol Vecimament 


Friday, June 10, 2011 
Broadmoor Golf Course, Sherwood Park 
11:30am Registration and Lunch 
1:00 p.m. Shotgun Start, Texas Scramble 


Registration Fee: $170:00/golfer 
Earlybird Registration Fee: $150.00/golfer 
Early registration deadline is May 10, 2011 


includes: Lunch, Golf, Steak BBO: Golf cart. 
Practice Range, Golfer gift, Prizes 


For more information or to register 
contact Tammy at: 


780.918.3486 
Jills su rrr Cord Icons 


Easter in the Hawreliak house- 
hold included baking paska and 
writing pysanky. Mrs. Hawreliak 
created simple, symbolic patterns 
and used dyes made of natural in- 
gredients such as beets for red and 
onions skins for the yellows. Up to 
33 different pysanky were written 
and later shared with family and 
friends. 

The Hawreliak house was built in 
the community of Shandro, AB in 
1919. It was moved to the Ukrain- 
ian Cultural Heritage Village 
in1980. 

“Rehearsal Break” 

Keeping traditions alive kept the 
community together. In the 1920s 
Kiew Hall was a warm and friendly 
place to gather and share informa- 
tion, read news and new publica- 
tions, and to rehearse and perform 
musical concerts and drama pro- 
ductions. 

“The Train Station” 

The train station was a focal point 
of every prairie town. It was a life- 
line for the community — serving as 
a communication hub for the tele- 
graph, moving agricultural goods 
and the mail, and receiving pro- 
duce and stock for the stores. 

Originally built in 1923, the Bel- 
lis train station was relocated to the 
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Vil- 
lage in 1980. 

The unveiling took place during 
the “Celebration of Dance” portion 
of the opening. 

The concert was hosted by Steven 
Chwok of CFCW’s Zabava pro- 
gram. Participating groups includ- 
ed: the Alberta Zirka Performers 
of Calmar, Cheremosh Ukrainian 
Scholl of Dance from Edmonton, 
Edmonton School of Ukrainian 
Dance, Fort McMurray Ukrainian 
Avrora Dancers, Saskatoon School 
of Dance, Vegreville School; of 
Ukrainian Dancing — Promin, and 
Zorianka Ukrainian Dancers from 
Edmonton. 
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“Zaporozhtsi” 


Volya welcomes spring 


(UkrNews)—The Volya Ukrainian Dance 
Ensemble, under the artistic direction of 
Zhenia Bahriy, welcomed spring with its 
fourth annual “Spring has come! WVzhe 
ргуузбіа vesna!” dinner and program at the 
Polish Hall, May 14. 

The program featured three numbers. 

First was the lyrical women’s dance 
“Willows” with the trembling branches 
of the willow tree swaying in the face of a 
fierce storm. This was followed by the men’s 
“Zaporozhtsi”, as the kozaks, unrivalled in 
their swordsmanship and tricks demonstrated 
their prowess. 

The artistic program finished with the 
acrobatic leaps and swirling motion of the 
“Hopak”. 


The evening also featured а silent 
auction. Carla Turner of City TV’s 
Breakfast Ceremonies served as Mistress of 
Ceremonies. 

Volya is planning a tour of the Azores 
Islands in August and is holding auditions 
for new members June 5. 

Its school show will be held June 12 and 
the group will also perform at the Alberta 
Legislature on Canada Day. 

Vesna Chairpersons were: Pamela Murray 
and Ashley Wells. 

Committee members were: Kelsa 
Ewashko, Kathy Hanas, Katherine Howell, 
Olesia Markevysh, Patrick Noyen, Brian 
Pitchko and Roman Soltykevych. 


"Норак" 


С 


ildren sing liturgy at 


St. Michael’s 
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Cheremosh celebrates 
20 years with Kanavets 


(Cheremosh)—Cheremosh 
has a new anniversary to cele- 
brate. Fresh off the success of 
“The Art of Cheremosh” mark- 
ing their 40" year of Ukrainian 
Dance in Canada, Cheremosh 
now celebrates their 20" year 
with Mykola Kanevets as their 
Artistic Director. 

Since 1991, Cheremosh has 
had the privilege of work- 
ing with this talented Artistic 
Director/Ballet Master from 
Ukraine. His meticulous in- 
struction, constant encourage- 
ment and brilliant choreog- 
raphy have moved Cheremosh 
to the forefront of its art form. 

Kanevets began his dance 
career at a young age, receiv- 
ing his training from icons in 


Mykola Kanevets accepting the 2009 RISE (Recognizing 
Immigrant Success in Edmonton) award. 


the world of Ukrainian dance: Adreyev, Apu- 
htin and Virska. Graduating from the Kyiv 
Institute of Culture with the distinction of 
Ballet Master and Choreographer of the First 
Category, Mykola Kanevets was afforded 
the opportunity to travel throughout Europe 
early in his career, allowing him to further 
develop his skills and expand his creative 
horizons. His travels eventually brought him 
into contact with the Cheremosh Ukrainian 
Dance Company. First approached to teach 
a workshop while visiting friends in Can- 
ada, Mykola’s talent was quickly recognized 
by Cheremosh and he was hired as Artistic 
Director, one of the first from Ukraine in his 
field to work full-time in Canada. Since that 
time he has choreographed numerous works 
for the semi-professional company and also 
instructs students in the Cheremosh School 
of Dance, bringing his unequaled style to 
hundreds of dancers ages 7 and up. 

Over the past 20 years, Mykola’s unique 
blend of folk and classical dance has moved 
the artistic and technical level of the company 


to new heights. His skill and talent were rec- 
ognized in 2001 when Mykola was awarded 
the City of Edmonton’s Arts Achievement 
Award, and again in 2009 when he received 
a RISE (Recognizing Immigrant Success in 
Edmonton) award. 

Under Mykola’s leadership Cheremosh has 
toured nationally and internationally, and 
Cheremosh’s repertoire has grown to include 
nearly 40 different dances. He curates every 
element of Cheremosh’s choreography, col- 
laborating with designers on costumes and 
with composers on music, ensuring that all 
of these elements compliment the dance that 
is created for the stage. 

Mykola’s combined understanding of 
people, music and movement results in 
performances that are truly art in motion. 
Cheremosh will celebrate their relationship 
with Mykola Kanevets in 2011, marking his 
role over the last 20 years in moving Cher- 
emosh to the forefront of Ukrainian Dance in 
Canada. Congratulations Mykola and Cher- 
emosh! 


AUDITIONS 


Sunday, June 5, 2011 


Doors 2:30 рт | Audition 3:00 


pm 


Experience the Freedom! Experience Volya! 


BOYS’ SOLO WORKSHOP 
Sunday, June 12, 2011 


Limited space available! 


Details and registration 


The St. Josaphat Ukrainian Catholic Cathedral's Children’s Choir sang the responses at 
St. Michel's Extended Care Сепіге 5 Chapel, May 15 at a special Praznyk held each year. 
They were very well received by the residents as the Chapel was full and overflowing into 
the hallway. The liturgy was conducted by Rey. Mihajlo Planchak, Chaplain of St. Michael's 
assisted by Rey, Daniel Кис. The choir is conducted by Sisters Emmanuela Kharyshyn, 
SSMI, and Miriam Holub, SSMI. Pictured above: The Choir pose with priests, sisters and 
organizers for a group picture. 


forms available on Volya’s website. 
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Дежавю: «Золота пальмова 
гілка» в Каннах 1 щедрі 


обіцянки Мінкультури 


Олеся Бортняк, 

Радіо Свобода 

В ексклюзивному ін- 
терв'ю для Радіо Сво- 
бода український  ре- 
жисер Марина Врода 
розповіла, що відкрита 
до нових пропозицій 
у кіно. Володарка 
Золотої пальмової гілки 
сподівається i / надалі 
працювати в Україні. 
Єдиною проблемою Ма- 
рина вважає відношення 
представників | держав- 
них структур до митців. 
Якщо Україна не хоче 
втратити | талановитих 
людей, вона має змінити 
свою систему, зазначає 
переможниця Каннсько- 


Український режисер Марина Врода, Канни, 22 травня 


го кінофестивалю. 

24 травня міністр культури Михайло 
Кулиняк на прес-конференції на тему 
перспектив українсько-французького 
спільного кіновиробництва привітав усіх 
присутніх зі здобуттям нагороди в Кан- 
нах. 

За його словами, інтерес до України в 
галузі кінематографії за останній час зріс. 
Міністр передусім зауважив, що то заслу- 
га політики Віктора Януковича. 

«Інтерес до України дуже сильно зріс, 
навіть порівнюючи з минулими Каннами. 
І це якраз є свідченням того, що це — перші 
результати гуманітарної політики Пре- 
зидента. Тому що ці всі кроки, які були 
зроблені, ми з вами пам'ятаємо, і зміна 
закону про кіно, і звільнення кіностудій... 


. Весьсвіт пдуже добреволодіє інформацією, 


робиться. Тому я думаю, що ця 
да між - Україною і Францією 
про спільне кіновиробництво - ред.) i 
наступні кроки - це якраз доказ того, що 
ця увага, яка звертається на гуманітарну 
сферу і, зокрема, кінематограф вже дає 
свої результати», - заявив міністр. 

Винуватець українського кінотріумфу 
наразі перебуває в Каннах. Телефон- 
ним дзвінком із Франції Марина Вро- 
да розповіла Радіо Свобода, що її фільм 
«Крос» зацікавив аудиторію не тільки як 
українсько-французький проект. Важли- 
вою була і сама ідея. Марина сподівається 
і надалі працювати в Україні. 

«Ситуація така: якщо є ідеї, сценарії, 
я готова до можливостей, до людей, які 
зацікавлені в проектах. А чи це буде 
Україна?.. Я буду дуже рада, якщо це буде 
Україна. Ось і все. Це залежить від держа- 
ви, якщо вона хоче, щоб в ній залишалися 
люди і працювали, то потрібно змінювати 
ставлення до митців, і до студентів... і до 
всього іншого», - наголосила вона. 

Врода не вважає, що рішення журі щодо 
повнометражних фільмів у Каннах було 
здебільшого політичним, хоча і відверто 


не заперечує цього. 

«Дивилась не так багато. Мені сподо- 
бався фільм турецького режисера, він 
був показаний, здається, в останній кон- 
курсний день - «Одного разу в Анатолії». 
Але я чекала, що подивлюсь Альмодова- 
ра, Фон Tpiepa... Я думаю, що ці карти- 
ни дуже важливі, навіть, якщо нічого не 
отримали. А от Маліка (американський 
режисер Терренс Малік отримав голов- 
ну нагороду Каннського кінофестивалю 
- ред.) я якраз не подивилася. Я не ду- 
маю, що важко сказати чим: вони (члени 
журі - ред.) керувалися. Навряд чи тільки 
політикою, але нею, напевно, також», - 
говорить володарка «пальмової гілки». 

Що ж до українсько-французької уго- 
ди, то і міністр культури Михайло Кули- 
няк, і директор Держагентства з питань 
кінематографії Катерина Копилова мають 
великі плани. Надалі вони планують про- 
вести конкурс для молодих українських 
режисерів, щоб обрати 10 сценаріїв корот- 
кометражок, які будуть профінансовані 
за державний кошт. Говорячи про 
цьогорічну переможницю Марину Вроду, 
міністр зауважив, якщо б вона звернула- 
ся з проханням про фінансування свого 
фільму заздалегідь, то, можливо, не дове- 
лося б шукати гроші десь-інде. 

«Марина Врода до Міністерства куль- 
тури і до Агентства по кіно, насправді, 
не зверталася. Тому наступний проект 
Марини Вроди, з яким вона звернеться і 
пройде конкурс в міністерстві культури, 
зокрема в Агентстві по кіно, звичайно 
буде профінансований», - сказав міністр. 

Врода особливих надій на підтримку 
держави не має. Адже з огляду на 
попередній досвід Ігоря Стрембіцького, 
переможця на Каннському фестивалі у 
2005 році, для молодих режисерів ніяких 
якісних змін в українських реаліях не 
відбулося. 
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В Івано-Франківську 
відкрили пам'ятник 
Шевченку роботи Л. Мола 


Галина Добош, Радіо Сводода 

22 травня в Івано-Франківську відкрили 
пам'ятник Кобзареві роботи відомого 
канадського скульптора українського по- 
ходження Лео Мола. Він постав в парку 
культури і відпочинку - і це викликає про- 
тести деяких громадських організацій. 
Міська влада обіцяє, що до 200-річчя 
Кобзаря Івано-Франківськ матиме ще 
один пам'ятник Шевченкові. 

Міська влада Івано-Франківська виріши- 
ла встановити пам'ятник Кобзареві, робо- 
ту Мола, у парку культури 1 відпочинку 
імені Тараса Шевченка. За словами ди- 
ректора центру «Культурна спадщина 
Прикарпаття» Інституту археології НАН 
України, архітектора Володимира Роман- 
ця, такий варіант ще за життя підтримував 
і сам Мол (Леонід Молодожанин) - автор 
пам'ятників Кобзареві у Вашингтоні, 
Буенос-Айресі, i Санкт-Петербурзі. 

«Маємо готову скульптуру, яка розрахо- 
вана на певну висоту, і ми мусили вивчати 
ті місця, де може бути встановлений уже 
готовий пам'ятник. Вибирав це місце і 
сам автор. Панові Леоніду були вислані 
фотографії місць, де можливе встанов- 
лення Його твору, і він вибрав парк», - 
каже архітектор. 

Якраз місце розташування пам'ятника 
викликало невдоволення 1 протести низ- 
ки громадських організацій, зокрема, 
обласної Спілки письменників, Наукового 
товариства імені Шевченка, «Просвіти». 

Табличка, яка засвідчує, що свою робо- 
ту (пам'ятник Шевченку) скульптор Мол 
подарував Івано-Франківську Голова об- 
ласного Клубу української інтелігенції 
імені Богдана Лепкого Уляна Скальська 
каже, що пам'ятник Кобзареві мав би 


(стояти в центрі міста, 1 це для неї прин- 


ципове питання. На Вічевому майдані у 
різні часи кожна окупаційна влада стави- 
ла пам'ятники своїм героям: австрійська 
— цісареві, польська - Пілсудському, ра- 
дянська - Сталінові. Навіть з огляду на 
це, на думку Уляни Скальської, тут пови- 
нен стояти пам'ятник Кобзареві. 

«Парк - то є розважальне місце. А 
пам'ятники найбільших, найвеличніших 
людей нації, то тільки в центрі міста. Так 
у всьому світі заведено. Навіть в Москві, 
що вони Шевченка не дуже люблять, і то 
в пентральній частині міста поставили. 
Скільки слухань вже було, і громадськість 
багато років на тому наполягає», - каже 
Уляна Скальська. 

Ріктому наодних ізгромадських слухань 
ніби визначилися з місцем - площа перед 
адміністративним будинком обласної 1 
міської влади. Та тепер спеціалісти гово- 
рять про замалі для такої площі розміри 
скульптури - 2 метри 80 сантиметрів, про 
необхідність повної реконструкції площі. 

Молодожанин подарував Івано-Фран- 
ківську одну зі своїх робіт три роки тому. 
Привезена з майстерні митця в Німеччині 


Пам'ятник Шевченку роботи Лео Мола. 


скульптура припадала пилюкою на складі. 
Були пропозиції від інших міст викупити 
цю роботу Мола. Лунало занепокоєння 
діаспори в Канаді затримкою з її встанов- 
ленням. Каменем спотикання стало місце, 
де стоятиме монумент. 

Кілька громадських слухань і робо- 
чих груп не прийшли до єдиної думки, 
тому місцева влада ухвалила «вольове 
рішення»: встановити скульптуру роботи 
Лео Мола в парку як проміжний варіант, 
а до 200-річчя від дня народження поета 
відкрити велику паркову скульптуру. 

Заступник міського голови Михайло 
Верес пояснив: «Ми намагалися знайти 
таке рішення, яке б задовольнило більшу 
кількість людей. Євген Маланюк казав, 
що матеріалізація Шевченкової поезії 
відбудеться тоді, коли Україна буде мати 
свою державу і коли суспільство доросте 
до Шевченка, Напевно, ми ще не доросли, 
бо пам'ятник Шевченкові не повинен нас 
роз'єднувати». 

Розмови про пам'ятник Шевченкові в 
Івано-Франківську ведуться років двад- 
цять. Наразі це чи не єдиний обласний 
центр, де нема більшого пам'ятника 
Кобзареві, лише погруддя. 

Встановлення пам'ятника роботи Лео 
Мола обійдеться місту у 250 тисяч гри- 
вень, плюс стільки ж на благоустрій 
території навколо нього. Виготовлення 
нового пам'ятника потребувало б кількох 
мільйонів гривень. 

Так в Івано-Франківську повторюється 
історія з пам'ятником Степанові Бандері, 
який був споруджений лише після вольо- 
вого рішення міського голови. 


Відкриймо себе в мимулому (Життя в таборах біженців) 


Ярослав Розумний 

Вже від довших років на Союзівці відбуваються зустрі- 
чі колишніх утікачів від совєтського визволення України 
в 1944 р., які, перед розселенням по різних країнах і кон- 
тинентах світу, приміщувалися в опорожнілих казарнях 
німецької армії в Німеччині й Австрії. Ці зустрічі мають 
в основному товариський, розваговий і навіть носталь- 
гічний характер а сьогодні вони базуються на учнях гім- 
назій та інших шкіл, які діяли в цих таборах. 

Після останньої такої нуєтрічі міттенвальдців, яка від- 
булася на Союзівці 20-2 2 вересня 2010 року, дещо зміни- 
лося бачення цих зустрічей навіть самими учасниками. 
Цей зліт неочікувано вийшов поза межі товариської роз- 
ваговости й набрав ширшого, культурного й громадсько- 
го усвідомлення й звернув увагу на потребу глибшого 
бачення того короткого, кількарічного досвіду в таборах 
переміщених осіб. 

Виринула потреба аналізу таборового феномену, що впо- 
вні проявився в цих понадп'ятитисячних людських скуп- 
ченнях української, воєнної, переважно політичної емігра- 
ції, в усіх ділянках життя цього мікросуспільства - в науці, 


освіті й вихованні різних рівнів, медичній опіці, мистецтві 
різних жанрів, спорті, творенні інститутів, університету, 
виданні енциклопедії українознавства, театрі. Наступило 
усвідомлення потреби виходу на денне світло наших спро- 
можностей, коли над нами не стоїть чужий жандарм. 

З метою зібрання конкретних матеріялів, споминів 
та фотографій з таборового життя для ознайомлення з 
цими пам'ятками ширшої громади в Філядельфії офор- 
мився Комітет студентів і мешканців таборів для 
архівів-виставки таборового життя. Комітет очолив 
Богдан Голь, заступником голови обрано Бориса Захар- 
чука, секретарем Ірену Стерчо, касирем Дарію Федак, a 
за пресову інформацію відповідають Ярослав Ликтей, 
Богдан Маланяк і Ярослав Розумний. 

До Комітету теж покликано представників таборових 
гімназій: Ашафенбургу (Анна Гаврилюк), Байройту 
(Слава Білас), Берхтесгардену (Ярко Салдан), Зальцбур- 
гу (JI. Лученко), Карльсфельду (Петро Круль), Ляндсгу- 
ту (A. Слоневський), Міттенвальду (Дарія Шуст), Р.- 
генсбургу (Надя Оранська) та Травнштайну-Ділінгену 
(Ярослав Розумний). 


Управа Комітету звертається з проханням до бувших 
мешканців таборів, до їх дітей, внуків та до учнів табо- 
рових шкіл збирати пам'ятки з таборового побуту, часо- 
писи, оголошення, спомини, фотографії з різних нагод, 
особливо насильної совєтської репатріяції і протисовєт- 
ських демострацій, листи тощо (в формі оригіналів або 
копій) i слати їх на адресу: Komitet Archiviv Taborovoho 
Zhyttia, Ukrainian Educational and Cultural Center, 700 
N.Cedar Road, Jenkintown, PA 19046. 

Виставка цих пам'яток відбудеться в Філядельфії 18, 
19 i 20 травня 2012 року. Також просимо висилати по- 
жертви на видатки, пов'язані з підготовкою цієї вистав- 
ки та з кореспонденцією. Чеки виписувати на Komitet 
Archiviv Taborovoho Zhyttia. 

За повнішими інформаціями про цей проєкт просимо 
звертатися до Управи Комітету на вищеподану адресу й 
до представників гімназій. Адреси останніх можна діс- 
тати в канцелярії Украви Комітету. При цій нагоді за- 
охочуємо всіх - мобільних і не мобільних прибути на 
зустріч таборовиків, яка відбудеться на Союзівці в по- 
ловині вересня 2011 р. 


PHOTO — ROMAN PETRIW 
Descendants of Iwan Pylypow, Nykola Tychkowsky and Anton Paish, with honoured guest and other participants of the Commemorative Ceremony for the Homestead Marker Installation. 


120" anniversary of settlement celebrations begin 


Cont. from P. 1 


Surveyors’ Association unveiled a 
replica homestead marker, identi- 
cal to those planted by the very first 
Ukrainian settlers in Alberta, some 
120 years ago. 

Guests at the ceremony included 
St. Albert MLA Ken Allred and Les 
Frederick of the Alberta Land Sur- 
veyors Association. In attendance 
also were descendants of Iwan 
Pylypow, Nykola Tychkowsky and 
Anton Paish, — the original im- 
migrants from Nebyliv, Galicia, 
Austro-Hungary, located today in 
Western Ukraine. These were the 
first such settlers to the unbroken 
lands of East Central Alberta, 
who endured untold hardships and 
seemingly insurmountable chal- 
lenges to put down roots and build 
lives on the untamed Canadian 
prairies. 

Radomir Bilash, UCHV Senior 
Historian and Project Manager, 
Alberta-Ukraine Genealogical Pro- 
ject, who served as Master of Cere- 
monies, related how Iwan Pylypow 
and Vasyl Eleniak arrived in Can- 
ada in 1891 to investigate the “Free 
lands” that were being advertised 
in posters all across Europe. 

They soon realized that what they 
had heard back home in their vil- 
lage of Nebyliv was true, that land 
in Western Canada was plentiful 
and free. 

Pylypow claimed a homestead in 
the Bruderheim area, then returned 
to his native village, where he en- 
couraged his fellow villagers to re- 
turn with him to Canada and take 
up homesteads as well. 

“Pylypow was perhaps too good 
a salesman, for he was soon im- 
prisoned for his efforts. In fact he 
was so successful at convincing 
his fellow villagers to emigrate, 
that a party of them left without 
him in 1892! Some of them made 
it only as far as Winnipeg, where 
they joined Vasyl Eleniak. Others 
pushed on to Alberta, and also 
claimed homesteads in the Bruder- 
heim area. However, they arrived 
too late to do any development on 
these farms, had little money to 
start work on them, and they re- 
turned to Manitoba. Because most 
of them did not return to Alberta 
until 1894, their original entries 
lapsed. Two families returned ear- 
lier, though: Nykola Tychkowsky 
and his family, and Anton Paish 
with his. These two became the 
first two Ukrainian permanent resi- 
dents or settlers in Alberta.” said 
Bilash. 

In a couple of years, some of the 
homesteaders who had come to Al- 
berta returned, and took up entry 
оп new homesteads, to replace the 
Ones that had lapsed after 1892. 
They were joined by other villagers 


from Nebyliv and Pylypow and his 
family, and soon settled on a group 
of neighbouring farms near Edna 
(later called Star) post office. Sev- 
eral years after that, Eleniak and 
his family came to settle 

As part of the ceremony, the rep- 
lica marker was pounded into its 
permanent place by descendants, 
community and professional repre- 
sentatives. A solemn Prayer Service 
in memory of all pioneer settlers 
of East-Central Alberta was cele- 
brated by Reverend Fathers Slavko 
Dumec of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church and Michael Maranchuk of 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of 
Canada. 

The gathering also served as 
the official launch of a full year’s 
celebrations marking the 120" An- 
niversary of Ukrainian Settlement 
in Canada, under the umbrella of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. 
Events from banquets to festivals 
to academic conferences will be 
held across the country between 
now and May of 2012. These will 
be listed and archived at the UCC 
website, <www.ucc.ca>, and will 
also include the incorporation of 
social media to get the word out 
and keep the message current. 

In addition, the official 120" An- 
niversary logo was unveiled, as the 
culmination of a country-wide call 
for proposals that saw upwards of 
30 different submissions made by 
inspired artists, several of whom 
were from beyond the Ukrainian 
Canadian community. The win- 
ning submission is by Toronto- 
based artist Oleh Lesiuk, and will 
be immediately made available for 
general use by the community as it 
organizes and realizes Anniversary 
events and projects. 

“Let’s mark this milestone with 
highly-charged enthusiasm and un- 
bridled creativity,” declared Roman 
Brytan, Chair of the National 120" 
Anniversary Commemorative 
Committee, and echoed by Daria 
Luciw, National Vice-President 
and Provincial President of the 
UCC. “Driven by our official Ju- 
bilee Theme Kanada-Ukraina 120: 
Groundbreakers — Nation-Builders 
— Trailblazers,” continued Brytan, 
“this is the year for highlighting 
our individual accomplishments, 
wondering at our infinite commun- 
ity potential and driving towards 
making this Ukrainian 

“Today we are honouring the first 
families who arrived in a cold, rug- 
ged and unwelcoming Canada — 
families who dreamed of a better 
life for themselves and a brighter 
future for their children,” said Lu- 
ciw. 

“Along the way however, Ukrain- 
ian Canadians experienced many 
obstacles including very public ra- 


cism and discrimination, and the 
internment of Ukrainian Canadians 
during and after WWI. Some chose 
to change their last names and 
either ‘forget’ their lineage or be- 
come ‘closet’ Ukrainians, as the 
public ridicule was difficult to bear. 

“They came to this country 
which sought out these hard work- 
ing people from Western Ukraine, 
and despite unimaginable physical, 
mental and emotional hardships, 
they cleared forests, tilled the soil, 
built churches and raised families. 
Ultimately, these Ukrainian immi- 
grants did exactly what Sir Clif- 
ford Sifton has envisioned — they 
populated and developed the wild 
Canadian west, and they did so 
successfully. | 

But today such negativity is un- 
imaginable as proud Ukrainians fill 
the ranks of every profession, she 
added. 

“Many Ukrainian | Canadians 
have died for this country and have 
been awarded the highest medals 
of service and bravery. Names like 
Yuzyk, Andreychuk, Romanow, 
Hnatyshyn, and Stelmach have 
adorned some of the highest offices 
in our country. Many highly suc- 
cessful Canadian fashion designers 
are of Ukrainian heritage. People 
of all ethnicities enjoy our cuisine 
and attend concerts presented by 
the many successful dance troupes 
which populate this country.” 
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Stefania Paish (Kurylo) pounds the replica marker into place. 


Kyiv court refuses Lutsenko release 


(Ukrainian Journal)—A Kyiv court on May 23 re- 
fused to release opposition leader Yuriy Lutsenko, or- 
dering the former interior minister’s five-month arrest 
to continue for the duration of his trial on charges of 
allegedly misspending $5,000 while in office. 

Lutsenko’s defence team, along with a group of law- 
makers, asked the Pecherskiy district court to allow 
the former minister stay at home while defending him- 
self at the trial. 

Lutsenko interpreted the refusal as a sign of politi- 
cally motivated pressure from his opponent, President 
Viktor Yanukovych. 

The Pecherskiy court has always been “biased and 
controlled by the head of state,” Lutsenko said in a 
statement. “My own detention is proof there is no jus- 
tice in Ukraine.” 

Lutsenko is accused of misspending 40,000 hryv- 
nias, or $5,000, to hire and to promote his personal 
driver at the interior ministry while in office. A group 
of lawmakers said they would return the money to 
help Lutsenko’s release. 

Prosecutors also alleged Lutsenko illegally ordered 
in 2009 to continue surveillance on an undisclosed 
person suspected of involvement in poisoning of Vik- 
tor Yushchenko, a former president, in 2004. 

Lutsenko, then the interior minister in 2005, was be- 
hind the attack against Boris Kolesnikov, then opposi- 
tion leader and now a deputy prime minister, one of 
the most powerful figures in the government. 

Kolesnikoy spent two months in jail awaiting a trial 
until a court said there was no enough evidence to con- 
tinue the arrest. Some said Lutsenko’s arrest and trial 
could a revenge orchestrated by Kolesnikov. 


Kolesnikov on May 23said Lutsenko must focus on 
defence, not on political statements. 

“T am confident that if defence lawyers deeply look 
at the violations that he is being accused of, he may 
achieve a certain positive result for himself,” Kolesn- 
ikoy said at a press conference. 

Lutsenko denied the allegations and said he would 
prove his innocence in court, but added he hadn’t had 
any trust in the court system. He asked for the trial by 
a jury, which had never been earlier used in Ukraine 
despite the constitution allowing the defendants to 
seek the jury trial. 

The prosecutors attacked Lutsenko’s request for 
the jury trial by arguing there is no separate law that 
would regulate such a trial. 

Lutsenko on May 23 ended his one-month hunger 
strike, saying that he will need strength to defend him- 
self at the trial. 

Lutsenko, who was arrested on Dec. 26, 2010, had 
been drinking only water since beginning his protest 
on April 22, and had reportedly lost more than 20 ki- 
lograms, while suffering from low blood pressure and 
kidney problems, his lawyers said. 

ЗТ began the hunger strike to show that in this coun- 
try there is no justice and ... now I need my strength,” 
Lutsenko said. 

Yulia Tymoshenko, the leader of Ukraine’s opposi- 
tion, told reporters at the entrance to the courtroom 
that the charges against Lutsenko constituted repres- 
sion of the government's critics. 

“People like Yury Lutsenko are heroes. They will go 
down in history as the ones who did not break,” Ty- 
moshenko said 
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Комунікат Президії ХУШІ-го Світового 
Конгресу Спілки Української Молоді 
Від 12-го до 15-го травня в приміщенні 
Осередку СУМ im. полковника Дми- 
тра Вітовського у м. Палатайн (США) 
відбувся г «МиЙ Світовий | Конгрес 
Спілки М окої Молоді. В Конгресі 
взяло участь 60 делегатів, що пред- 
ставляли членство із наступних країн: 
Австралія, Велика Британія, Канада, 
Німеччина, США та Україна. Не змогли 
прибути делегати з Аргентини, Франції, 
ee та Естонії. 


ес проходив під сумівським гас- 


гу пово ОЙ о combi 
ng 114 гроку «Ми стали во. насторожі 
іі відзначав наступні річниці: 20 ліття 
проголошення Незалежності України 24- 
го серпня 1991 року, 70 ліття відновлення 
Української Держави Актом 30-го черв- 
ня 1941 року, 150 ліття з дня смерті Та- 
раса Шевченка, 25 ліття Чорнобильської 
траге едії, 65 ліття відновлення СУМ в 
діаспорі, АД оліття. відновлення, СУМ в 
Україні. че | 
Перший заступник Te тови CY СУМ 
друг Стефан Романів о 12 годині 
офіційно | відкрив XVIII Світовий 
Конгрес i привітав делегатів. Розпочався 
Конгрес молитвою, яку провів Владика 
Ричард Семінак з єпархії Святого Мико- 
лая в Чікаго. Делегати Конгресу хвили- 
ною мовчанки вшанували пам'ять усіх 
сумівців, які впродовж останніх 5 років 
відійшли у вічність, а зокрема бувших 
членів світових органів СУМ - Григорія 
Васьковича, Володимира Леника, Степа- 
на Костюка та Михайла Рокуша. 
- Конгресом проводила Президія в тако- 
му складі: Володимир Шляхетко (Велика 
Британія) — Предсідник, Мирослав Сим- 
чич (Україна) - - Заступник предсідника, 
Павло Євтушок (Україна) — Секретар, 
Зоряна Ковбаснюк (США) -- Секретар, 
Андрій Семенюк (Канада) - - Секретар 

Під час Конгресу працювали наступні 
комісії: Виховна - голова Ірка Єндрієвська 
(Канада) , Дружинників - голова Ліда 
Єндрієвська (Канада), Організаційна - ro- 
лова Ярослав Дума (Австралія), Видав- 
нича - голова Віра Гайдамаха (Україна), 
Фінансово-бюджетова - голова Галина 
Головка (Канада), Номінаційна - голова 
Андрій Бігун (США), Резолюційна - го- 
лова Святослав Липовецький (Україна), 
Статутова - голова Богдан Гаргай (США), 
Мандатно-верифікаційна - голова Мирон 
Васюнець (США) 

Перші два | дні Конгресу | були 
спрямовані на працю в комісіях. На 
закінчення другого дня нарад делегати 
взяли участь у товариській зустрічі, яка 
була зорганізована осередками СУМ 


Палатайн та Чікаго. Впродовж наступ- 
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Учасники XVII Світового Конгресу СУМ 


Відбувся ХУПІ Світовий Конгрес СУМУ 


ного дня, а саме 14 травня, делегати 
мали можливість продовжити працю в 
комісіях, заслухати звіти світових органів 
СУМ та провести дискусії по всіх на- 
прямках діяльності Спілки. Цього ж дня 
за діяльність Світової Управи СУМ впро- 
довж 5 років звітувала голова СУ СУМ 
подруга Мирослава Підгірна. Конгрес 
також заслухав звіт Світової Контрольної 
Комісії, який представив голова д. Воло- 
димир Карпинець (Велика Британія) та 
звіт голови Світового Товариського Суду 
д. Євгена Чолія (Канада). 

На останній Пленарній Сесії, Світова 


"Управа прийняла рішення надати від- 


знаку «Святого Архистратига Михаїла» 
колишньому  довголітньому  капеляну 
сумівських таборів в Елленвілі (США), 
Верховному Архиєпископу Блаженнішо- 
му Любомиру Гузарові,. Разом з тим було 


урочисто надано ГУ ступені за визначний, 
внесок на світовому та крайових рівнях | 
ГМ-й ступінь | 


таким подругам і друзям: 
Виховника: Владика Павло Хомниць- 
кий, Єпарх Стемфордський Української 
Греко-Католицької Церкви (США); Вла- 
дика Іван Бура, Апостольський Адміні- 
стратор Пармської Єпархії Української 
Греко-Католицької Церкви (США); Сте- 
фа Баран (Канада); Богдан Баран (Кана- 
да); Христя Бігун (США); Богдан Гон- 
тар (Канада); Орест Гуменний (Канада); 
Анна Карпинець (Велика Британія); Геня 
Мандзій (Велика Британія); Ліда Нарож- 
няк (Канада); Андрій Несмачний (Hi- 
меччина); Наталка Чайка (Німеччина); 
Ганя Шляхетко (Велика Британія); Леся 
Цебрій-Раго (США). ГУ-й ступінь Сус- 
пільника: Андрій Бігун (США); Петро 
Дума (Австралія); Ліда Микитин (США); 
Василь Сенько (Австралія). ГМ-й ступінь 
Ратника : Йосиф Купранець (Велика Бри- 
танія); Марко Ткачук (Австралія) 

Ввечері, за участі поверх 300 гостей, 
відбувся святковий Бенкет, який відкрив 
Голова Крайової Управи СУМ в Америці 
д. Андрій Бігун та передав ведення про- 
грами  співголовам організаційного 
комітету по підготовці XVIII Світового 
Конгресу подр. Христі Верещак та др. 
Мирону Васюнцю. Хор Осередку СУМ 
їмені Миколи Павлушкова у Чікаго вико- 
нав сумівський гімн, а юнацтво Осередку 
СУМ їм. полковника Дмитра Вітовського 
у Палатайні внесло сумівські та державні 
прапори країн де діє СУМ. Владика Ри- 
чард Семінак провів спільну Молитву. 

У Бенкеті участь взяли численні пред- 
ставники церковного, політичного та 
громадсько - суспільного життя. Осо- 
бисто учасників | Конгресу вітали: 
генеральний консул України в Чікаго 
Костянтин Кудрик, Президент Світового 


Конгресу Українців Євген 
Чолій, Голова 
Українських Націоналістів ОУН(б) Сте- 


фан Романів. Від Дирекції Українсько- 


(СКУ) 


Американської Федеральної Кредитової 


Спілки «Самопоміч» пані Ореста Фе- 
диняк вітала сумівців з багатьох країн і 
з нагоди відбуття Конгресу зложила на 
Світовий Фонд Розбудови СУМ та на 
місцеві потреби СУМ дар у сумі 510 000, 
а також д. Юліян Куляс, який пожертву- 
вав від Фундації «Спадщина» при Банку 
«Певність» 510 000 на Світовий Фонд 
Розбудови СУМ та на діяльність Крайової 
Управи СУМ в Америці. На Бенкеті та- 
кож відчитано ряд привітів від церковних 
та суспільно-громадських організацій з 
різних країн діяльности СУМ, як теж від 
Патріарха УГКЦ Блаженішого Святос- 
лав Шевчука, які наспіли з нагоди ХУМІЇ 
Конгресу СУМ. 

Головну доповідь виголосив рефе- 
рент дружинників осередку СУМ їм. 
Миколи Павлушкова в Чікаго д. Андрій 
Лучак Глубіш, який представив гостям 
своє сприйняття про Україну з точ- 
ки зору сумівця з діаспори. З нагоди 
Конгресу Організаційний Комітет ви- 
дав Пропам'ятне Видання, в якому були 
поміщені коротка історія СУМ по країнах 
діяльності, програма Конгресу та Бенке- 
ту, привіти від церковних та політичних 
достойників, світових, крайових та 
місцевих організацій та українського гро- 
мадянства міста Чікаго - прихильників 
Спілки Української Молоді. Шсля Бенке- 
ту делегати 1 гості забавлялись до пізної 
ночі під звуки оркестри «Клопіт». 

Впродовж всього Бенкету тривав Ти- 
хий Аукціон на якому були представлені 
різноманітні твори мистецтва й друковані 
видання. Кошти зібрані під час Аукціону 
будуть скеровані на розвиток Спілки. 

Неділю, 15 травня, делегати розпочали 
Святою Літургією, яку відправив о. Па- 
рох Михайло Кузьма в церкві Непороч- 
ного Зачаття в Палатайні. Праця Конгре- 
су продовжилася зачитанням та затвер- 
дженням звітів комісій. Проаналізувавши 
та видискутувавши напрямки діяльності, 
Конгрес прийняв ряд резолюцій, по- 
станов 1 напрямних праці на наступні 5 
років. 

Після представлення i схвалення 
резолюцій, XVIII Світовий Конгрес об- 
рав світові органи СУМ на 2011-2016 
роки в наступному складі: Голова: Петро 
Дума; Перший Заступник і Видавничий 
Референт: Андрій Бігун; Другий Заступ- 
ник і Організаційний Референт: Миро- 
слав Симчич 
Генеральний Секретар: Маруся Вовк; 
Скарбник: Гарі ШНесмашний; Голова 


26 - June 8, 26 травня - 8 червня, 2011 


Проводу Організації 


Виховної Рада: Неля Лавріненко; Ре- 
ферент Зовнішнього Розвитку СУМ-у: 
Степан  Дума;Референт  Дружинників: 
Ліда Єндрієвська. Світова контрольна 
коміція: Голова: Галя Головка; Члени: 
Володимир Шляхетко, Христя Верещак, 
Заступники членів: Наталка Чайка, Пав- 
ло Євтушок. Світовий товариський суд: 
Голова: Мирослава Підгірна; Члени: 
Андрій Несмачний, Зірка Ковбаснюк; За- 
ступники членів: Ліда Нарожняк, Йосиф 
Купранець. До складу Світової Управи 
входять всі діючі голови Крайових Управ 
СУМ: Петро Дума - Австралія; Христи- 
на Мороз Данилишин - Аргентина; Да- 
нило Бойко - Бельгія; Богдан Прихідний 
- Велика Британія; Володимир Паламар 
- Естонія; Оляна Грод - Канада; Дем'ян 
Панчук Німеччина; Андрій Бігун - 
США; Неля Лавріненко - Україна; Іван 
Пастернак - Франція 

Учасники Світового Конгресу зложи- 
ли щиру подяку та признання подругам i 
друзям членам світових органів СУМ, які 
після довгих років праці більше не канди- 
дували на пости у Світовій Управі. Між 
ними були: Євген Чолій, колишній Голо- 
ва Світової Управи та уступаючий Голова 
Світового Товариського Суду; Віра Гай- 
дамаха, колишня Голова Світової Управи, 
та довголітній керівник видавничої ре- 
ферентури СУМ; Володимир Карпинець, 
уступаючий Голова Світової Контрольної 
Комісії; Ірина Єндрієвська, уступаюча 
голова Світової Виховної Ради; Стефан 
Романів, уступаючий Заступник Голови 
Світової Управи. 

Після короткого виступу новообра- 
ного голови, друг Володимир Шляхет- 
ко, який усі ці дні провадив Конгресом, 
оголосив його завершеним. З новими 
ідеями, планами та знайомствами сумівці 
роз'їжджалися по своїх теренах, щоб далі 
продовжити щоденну працю під гаслом 
«Бог 1 Україна!». 

XVI Конгрес проходив в діловій Ta 
дружній атмосфері на тлі його ідеальної 
організації та підготовки за що належить 
висловити широсердечну подяку Осеред- 
кам СУМ їм. полк. Дмитра Вітовського 
в Палатайн та їм. Миколи Павлушкова в 
Чікаго. 

Палатайн, 15 травня 2011 р. 
Честь України - Готов Боронити! 

За Президію XVII Світового Конгресу 
СУМ: Володимир Шляхетко 
Предсідник; Мирослав Симчич -- Зас- 
тупник Предсідника; Павло Євтушок — 
Секретар; Зоряна Ковбаснюк -- Секре- 
тар; Андрій Семенюк — Секретар 
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Genocide Revealed wins for 
Best Historical Film in Honolulu 


(ММІ, Inc.)}—The 75-minute 
feature documentary Genocide Re- 
vealed on the Kremlin-engineered 
genocide of the Ukrainian nation 
has won “Best Historical Film” at 
the Honolulu International Film 
Awards. The award was presented 
to the film’s director Yurij Luhovy 
on the 20" year of the awards 
competition whose mission is “to 
recognize the finest in independ- 
ent cinema”. Over 5,000 entries in 
various categories were received 
from around the world. 

The formal presentation took 
place on May 7 at the awards ban- 
quet at the famous ШкКаї Hotel in 
Honolulu where the Hawaii 5-0 
series was launched. Luhovy ac- 
cepted the award “in memory of 
the victims of the Ukrainian geno- 
cide, so that they may never be for- 
gotten”. 

Following the banquet many 
came up to the filmmaker to inquire 
about the film’s production and the 
1932-33 Holodomor - of which 
they heard for the first time. 

An extended interview with Lu- 
hovy was conducted by Lev Hura, 
producer of the community tele- 
vision program in Honolulu. The 
program focuses on activist issues 
important to the island of Hawaii. 
Hura, who with his wife Marika 
are very active in the community 
in Hawaii and in the small congre- 
gation of the St. Sophia Ukrainian 
Catholic Mission in Honolulu, is 
finalizing a one-hour television 
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International Film Festival coordinator Sean Stuart presents filmmaker 
Уипії Luhovy with Best Historical Film Award 


special on the making of Genocide 
Revealed. The special will be aired 
several times. It will reach tens of 
thousands of viewers in the state, 
very few of whom know of the 
Stalinist regime’s crimes against 
the Ukrainian nation. 

“Winning “Best Historical Film’ 
and having the documentary re- 
ceive international exposure will 
help bring deserved awareness to 
one of the 20" century’s greatest 


tragedies”, Luhovy said. 

A shorter educational version of 
the documentary is being made for 
school use. For further information, 
to arrange a showing of Genocide 
Revealed or to support this pro- 
ject, please contact Yurij Luhovy, 
2330 Beaconsfield Ave, Montreal, 
Quebec, H4A 2G8, Canada; e mail 
<mmline@hotmail-com>: tel. 514 
481 5871 or visit the Web site: 
<www.yluhovy.com>. 


Shevchenko translator buried in Kaniv 


By Lyudmyla Pogoryelova, 
Taras Shevchenko Museum 

Vera Rich (1936 — 2009), a well- 
known translator of Ukrainian lit- 
erature into English, was buried, 
according to her desire near Taras 
Shevehenko’s grave іп Kaniv, 
Ukraine, on April 15, 2011. 

Faith Elizabeth Joan Rich, wide- 
ly known as Vera — the direct 
Ukrainian translation of Faith — an 
English translator, journalist, and 
poet, was born in London in 1936. 
From her younger years she started 
working on translations of Ukrain- 
ian and Belorussian literature into 
English. Her first published transla- 
tion in 1957, of the prologue to the 
poem Moses by Ivan Franko, was 
considered such an important con- 
tribution in Ukrainian culture that 
40 years later the Union of Ukrain- 
ian Writers in Kyiv presented Rich 
with a special award in memory 
of Ivan Franko. He was the first 
of 47 Ukrainian poets and authors 
she translated, but it was her trans- 
lations of the great Taras Shev- 
chenko that confirmed her creden- 
tials. Her first major book, “Songs 
out of Darkness”, 
Shevchenko’s poems, appeared in 
London, in 1961 on the centenary 


a selection of 


x Vera Rich 
of poet’s death. “It launched me 
on my full-time career as a writer/ 
translator... and Shevchenko’s 
poetry became an integral part of 
my imaginative background,” she 
wrote in her notes. 

Rich also researched, translated 
and popularized works of Lesya 
Ukrainka, Pavlo Tychyna, Vasyl 
Stus, Volodymyr Symonenko, 
Lina Kostenko, and many others. 
She was an author of hundreds of 
articles about Ukrainian literature 
in British journals. She was one of 
the world’s first journalists to tell 
the truth about Chornobyl. 

In addition to a collection of her 


own poetry «Outlines» (1960), and 
«Portents and Images» (1964), 
Vera Rich also translated from Pol- 
ish, Russian, Romanian, Czech, 
Croatian, Norwegian, French, and 
Spanish languages. 

Her first visit to Taras Shev- 
chenko’s grave at Kaniv in 1997 
was such an overwhelming experi- 
ence that she later confessed her 
desire to be buried near Chernecha 
Hill in Капіу, where Taras Shev- 
chenko rests. 

In 2007 a selection of Vera Rich 
translations of | Shevchenko’s 
poetry was published by the Shev- 
chenko Literature Institute of the 
National Academy of Science in 
Kiev. In the same year for her con- 
tribution to the Ukraine’s culture 
she was awarded, by presidential 
decree, the Order of Princess Olha. 
Rich regarded this as the “peak mo- 
ment” of her life. 

Rich died in London on Decem- 
ber 20, 2009. On April 15, 2011 an 
urn of her ashes was entombed in 
the “Kozak” cemetery in Капіму, 
near Taras Shevchenko’s grave. 
Vera Rich was not only Ukraine’s 
associate, but Ukraine’s Ambassa- 
dor Extraordinary in the English- 
speaking world. 


ow 
Kozak among “Top 25 Canadian Immigrants 2011” 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress offers heartfelt congratulations to Ihor Kozak for 
being recognized as being among the “Top 25 Can- 


adian Immigrants 2011”. 
“For me, the crucial aspect of 


Canadian values in Ukraine”. 


“It is wonderful to see Ihor Kozak being recognized 
and awarded as one of the Top 25 Canadian Immi- 
grants 2011”, stated UCC National President Paul 
Grod. “In addition to his outstanding leadership dur- 


“giving Бас? has 
been staying actively engaged with the Ukrainian Di- 
а5рога", stated Kozak. “I believe it is paramount to 
ensure that our community continues to prosper as 
part of the overall Canadian multi-cultural mosaic. It 
is also very important to continue promoting our core 


ing his service to the Canadian military, Ihor continues 
to be involved in the Ukrainian Canadian community 
and shares his leadership skills with all those work- 


ing on charitable projects with him. It 15 especially fit- 


Oshawa. 


ting in 2011, as we celebrate the 120th Anniversary 
of Ukrainian Setilement in Canada, that a Ukrainian 
Canadian receives this prestigious award.” 

Thor served as an officer in the Canadian military, 
obtained an MBA and 15 a successful entrepreneur in 


The Top 25 Canadian Immigrants is a people’s 


ada. 


choice awards campaign that celebrates Canadian 
immigrants and is presented by Canadian Immigrant 
magazine and sponsored by the Royal Bank of Can- 


UCC protests flying 
of red flags 


(UCC National)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress on May 4 wrote 
to the President of Ukraine, Viktor Yanukovych, expressing its deep con- 
cern over a law on flying the hammer and sickle flag alongside the Na- 
tional Flag of Ukraine as part of official Victory Day commemorations 
on May 9. The UCC calls upon the Canadian community and Ukrainians 
worldwide to sign a petition opposing this legislation. 

“Restoring and honouring the symbols of this totalitarian past ad- 
versely affects the education of younger generations and is unacceptable 
in civilized and democratic countries. As such we were appalled when 
Ukraine’s Parliament (Verkhovna Rada) passed а bill titled “Memorial- 
izing the Victory in the Great Patriotic War 1941-1945” which designates 
the Soviet Red Army flag an official World War II victory celebration 
banner that would be included as part of official Victory Day commemo- 
rations on May 9,” stated UCC President Paul Grod. “Exalting this red 
flag during the events commemorating the end of the second World War 
will be negatively perceived by the international community. Signing 
this law that will require the flag to be hung from government buildings 
alongside Ukraine’s national yellow-and-blue banner, will cause division 
in the country, create civil unrest and desecrate the memory of those who 
perished due to Soviet repression.” 

The letter to Yanukovych was copied to Canadian Prime Minister Ste- 
phen Harper and Ukrainian World Congress President Eugene Czolij. 

“These actions will cause significant harm to Ukraine’s international 
reputation and cast doubt on the commitment of Ukraine’s current lead- 
ership to disassociate itself from a totalitarian past, concluded Grod. “We 
call on you, Mr. President, to do the right thing and veto this provoca- 
tive legislation. Such an important act will assure the citizens of Ukraine 
and the world community that the return of past totalitarian symbols is 
impossible and the development of Ukraine as a free democratic state is 
irreversible.” 


Sheptytsky Institute prepares 
for Study Days in Ottawa 


(MASI)—The Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies (MASI) is preparing for Study Days in Ottawa, to be 
held from 15-18. 

This is the fourth consecutive year that MASI will be reaching out to the 
wider community of Eastern and Western Christians in offering an aca- 
demic and spiritual conference to enlighten their faith. The unique theme 
this year - True/False? Right/Wrong? The Challenge of Relativsm Today 
- will undoubtedly both challenge and reconfirm the views of Study Days 
participants. With this unique theme, there are a number of fascinating 
and motivating speakers who have confirmed their participation. 

The plenary/workshop speakers and topics are as follows: Plenary 
Speakers: Dr. Valerie Karras - Relativism and Culture: Connections and 
Difference, Dr. Adam DeVille - Sentimentality Leads to the Gas Cham- 
ber: Emotivistic Relativism and the Slaughter of Innocents. Dr. Peter 
Bouteneff - Relativism, Tolerance, and Heresy: Negotiating the Waters. 
Workshop Speakers: Dr. Brian Butcher - “Public Work,” Private Mean- 
ing? (Re)Interpreting the Divine Liturgy in a Post-Modern Age. Father 
Andriy Chirovsky - Concepts Plundered by Passions: Early Christian 
Teaching on the Struggle with Tempting Thoughts, Dr. Catherine Clif- 
ford - What Happened at Vatican II (1962-1965)? Why is it important for 
the Eastern Churches?, Father Lucien Coutu - The Jesus Prayer: Getting 
Centred and Gaining Peace, Father John Jillions - All in the Family: Other 
Churches and Other Faiths, Father Maxym Lysack - Orthodox Christian 
Responses to New Age “‘Spiritualities”, Father Andrew Onuferko - Jesus 
and Muhammad: “Peace and Blessing Be Upon Them’”’?, Father Michael 
Winn - Holiness Unites God’s People: Christian Formation in the Age of 
Relativism 

For more information about Study Days 2011 please contact Father Ste- 
phen. Wojcichowsky, Director, Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute of 
Eastern Christian Studies at 613-236-1393, extension 2330. You may also 
wish to visit the Institute’s website at: www.sheptytskyinstitute.ca 


Bykivnia victims remembered 


(RISU)—May 14-15 victims of political repression, tortured and killed 
by the Bolshevik regime, were remembered. One of the places reminding 
us of the terrible years of Stalin’s regime is the Bykivnia forest near Kyiv. 

In the Bykivnia forest, in 1936-1941, the NKVD organized a mass 
burial of people executed by the repressive bodies. The first victims, 
who were mostly transported from Lukianivska Prison, were buried 
here in the late 1920s. Officially, the development of a special zone 
for secret burials began only in 1936. According to the experts, at least 
130,000-150,000people were buried in Bykivnia. 

Each year in May, the memorial in Bykivnia is visited by thousands of 
people who come to remember those killed, pray for the repose of their 
souls, meditate on the past and make conclusions for the present. This 
year, with the blessing of the head of the Kyivan Patriarchate, Patriarch 
Filaret, the memorial service was led by the head of the Holy Synod, 
Bishop Yevstratii of Bohuslav, in concelebration with Bishop Epifanii of 
Pereiaslav-Khmelnytskyi and Boryspil and with the participation of the 
choir of the Kyiv Orthodox Theological Academy. 

Bishop Yosyf (Milian) of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church partici- 


pated in the joint prayer in the presence of Cardinal Lubomyr (Husar). ~ 


After the memGrial service, Chief Rabbi of the Association of Commun- 
ities of Progressive Judaism of Ukraine, Oleksandr Dukhovnyi, prayed 
for the repose of the dead and addressed the participants, the press service 
of the Kyivan Patriarchate reported. 


"Readiness of football 
stadium in Lviv at 64% 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—The readiness of the new football stadium in Lviv 
being built for the Euro 2012 European football championship is 64%, 
reads a posting n the Web site of the Ukraine 2012 information cen- 
tre, referring to director general of Directorate of Euro 2012 facilities in 
Lyiv, Volodymyr Shadrin. 

According to the report, the football field is being prepared, and in 
particular, roof elements are being installed. Builders have also started 
developing the territory near the stadium. 

Acting director for construction of stadiums and infrastructure at 
Zakhidinfraproject, Volodymyr Karpiak, said that progress is seen at the 
stadium, as the readiness of the facility a year ago was only around 10%. 

As reported, the preparation of the football field in Lviv started on May 
17. 

The construction of the stadium is going to schedule, and the stadium 
will be commissioned on time, city officials say. 

Over 800 workers are reported to be working at the construction site 
24 hours a day. 


Lubkivsky: Lviv not to be deprived 
of right to host Euro 2012 matches 


(Interfax-Ukraine)—UEFA will not deprive Lviv of the right to host 
matches of the Euro 2012 European Football Championship because of 
the clashes seen during the celebration of Victory Day on May 9, Euro 
2012 Tournament Director for Ukraine Markiyan Lubkivsky has said. 

ЗТ would not like the Communist Party (CPU) to [decide] which cities 
are worthy to host the Euro 2012 and which are not. The CPU is not an 
institution that can choose the format of the tournament. 

The only structure that decides on the format is UEFA. The UEFA 
agenda currently does not include the issue of a format change [for the 
tournament],” Lubkivsky said at a press conference in Kharkiv on May 
18, commenting on the CPU statement that Lviv could be deprived of 
the right to host the Euro 2012 matches. 

In addition, the Euro 2012 tournament director said that currently on 
other city in Ukraine is ready to host the tournament at the same level as 
Kyiv, Kharkiv, Lviv, and Donetsk. 

“Neither Dnipropetrovsk nor Odesa at present are ready [to host Euro 2012], 
and they will not be able in a year to prepare for hosting the tournament.” 

At the same time, Lubkivsky noted that the May 9 events in Lviv were 
considered and analyzed by UEFA, as the union “thoroughly monitored 
the problems of security on the territory of Euro 2012.” 
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Shakhtar sign off with 
Ukrainian Cup success 


(UEFA)—FC Shakhtar Donetsk 
completed their third domestic 
double — and second under coach 
Mircea Lucescu — with a 2-0 vic- 
tory against arch-rivals FC Dy- 
namo Kyiv in the Ukrainian Cup 
final. 

Following an even first half in 
which Shakhtar enjoyed the major- 
ity of possession, the Pitmen went 
ahead on 64 minutes when Darijo 
Srna fed Luiz Adriano, whose pass 
was dispatched into the far corner 
by Eduardo. 

Eduardo’s joy then turned to de- 
spair as he was sent off for a second 
booking, but after Dynamo striker 
Artem Milevskiy struck a post 
from a rebound off a free-kick, 
the numbers were evened up when 
Betao was dismissed with five min- 
utes remaining. 

Luiz Adriano made sure 
Shakhtar would win the trophy 


Luiz Adriano scored one and made another in Shakhtar’s victory. 


for the seventh time with the 
second goal late on, converting 


Alex Teixeira’s right-wing 
cross. “This season belongs 
to us,” said Srna, the Shakhtar 


captain. “We claimed the title, 
the cup and reached the UEFA 
Champions League quarter- 
finals on the club’s 75th anni- 
versary. That’s just incredible.” 


Beretta brilliance takes Italy past Ukraine 


(UEFA)—AC Milan youngster 
Giacomo Beretta scored with a 
bicycle kick to give Italy a 1-0 
win against Ukraine in their 
opening UEFA European Under-19 
Championship elite round Group 4 
game іп Szezecinek, Poland, May 
24. 

Beretta, who was handed his 


Serie A debut at the start of the 
month, made his mark after 67 
minutes, returning the ball with 
interest after a Ukrainian clearance 
fell short. Olexander Golovko’s 
side had made a bright start at the 
OSIR Szczecinek Stadium, but 
Francesco Bardi denied both Borys 
Tashchy and Pylyp Budkivskiy in 


iacomo Beretta scored Italy's winner 7 raine. 
G Berett. а Ital against Ukraine. 


one-on-one situations in the first 
ten minutes, and it was Maxym 
Koval who was to be the busier of 
the two goalkeepers thereafter. 

Captain Oleksandr Noyok had 
already hooked a Cristiano Biraghi 
effort off the line before the FC 
Dynamo Kyiv custodian was called 
on to deny Stephan ЕЇ Shaarawy, 
first when through on goal and 
again from a fine 20-metre shot 
just before the break, Paolo Rozzio 
blocked a close-range Tashchy shot 
just after the restart and following 
Berretta’s strike, | Budkivskiy 
passed up a decent chance to 
equalise when he headed Vladislav 
Kalitvintsev’s cross wide. Having 
denied substitute Pietro Iemmello 
at the other end, Koval came up 
for a late corner as Ukraine fought 
for an equaliser, but his header was 
just off target. 


Yakovenko aims high with Ukraine U21s 


By Bogdan Buga 
(UEFA)—Ukraine coach Раміо 
Yakovenko did not disguise his 
ambition as he looked ahead to 
the UEFA European Under-21 
Championship in Denmark. 
Ukraine have been dealt a tough 
hand, with games against England 
and Spain to follow after they kick 
off their Group B campaign against 
the Czech Republic on June 12, but 
their 46-year-old coach is thinking 
big. “I believe this team can find 
the right м/ jay to succeed in the 
tournament,” he told UEFA.com. 
“We have one aim — to win every 
game. If you don’t think like that 
there is no point playing football at 
all.” 
Senior Ukraine coach Oleh 
Blokhin has released Andriy 
Yarmolenko, Yaroslav Rakitskiy, 


Taras Stepanenko and Yevhen 
Konoplyanka from friendly 
commitments to link up with 


Yakovenko’s 30-man provisional 
squad for the finals as they gather 
for training near Kyiv. Artem 
Kravets, Roman Zozulya and 


, й Й 


Раміо | ХКакоуепко has plenty 
of senior internationals іп his 


provisional squad for Denmark 


Mykola Morozyuk are in the 
first draft as well, having also 
experienced life in the full team. 
Yakovenko is delighted that 
former USSR and FC Dynamo 
Kyiv forward Blokhin is helping 
his side. “I’m happy to have 
established a great relationship 
with Oleh Blokhin who has decided 
to release the players we want to 
play in Denmark,” he said. “All 
our boys have fantastic potential 
but we have to solve the problem 
of the physical and psychological 


differences between players who 
represent different clubs.” 

Players from Dynamo апа 
Premier-Liha champions FC 
Shakhtar Donetsk will not join 
the group until after they meet 
in Wednesday’s Ukrainian Cup 
final, while injuries rule out FC 
Dnipro Dnipropetrovsk defender 
Pavlo Pashayev and FC Arsenal 
Kyiv midfielder Yegor Lugachev 
altogether. The provisional squad 
will be cut from 30 to 23 for the 
finals, with Yakovenko making the 
final call on 1 June. 

For now, he is eager to put all his 
players through their paces. “We 
have a very busy schedule which 
includes a few friendlies against 
local sides,” said Yakovenko. 
“We’ll also pay a lot of attention to 
tactical work.” He will keep an eye, 
too, on a younger set of players 
who are eligible for the 2013 finals. 
“They are preparing for friendlies 
against [ran and France, and it’s 
possible some of them could join 
us before we head for Denmark.” 
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Canada concludes second | Yanukovych reiterates 


round of free trade 
negotiations with Ukraine 


(UkrNews)—Ed Fast, Minister of Inter- 
national Trade and Minister for the Asia- 
Pacific Gateway, on May 20 announced the 
successful conclusion of the second round of 
free trade negotiations with Ukraine. 

“Our government remains focused on the 
economy,” said Minister Fast. “A free trade 
agreement with Ukraine will further expand 
trade opportunities, encourage economic 
growth and help create jobs.” 

This round of talks began on May 16 and 
took place in Kyiv. 

“We want to build on our already strong 
cultural relationship with the Ukrainian 
people by strengthening our economic ties,” 
said Fast. “Canadian companies are steadily 
building a presence in Ukraine in areas such 
as aerospace and agriculture. We want to en- 
courage more of these connections.” 

A free trade agreement with Ukraine would 


further open markets for Canadian exports 
ranging from seafood products to machinery, 
vehicles, iron and steel products, and plas- 
tics. 

Ukraine is one of the largest countries 
in Europe, and home to a highly educated 
population, a diversified industrial base and 
substantial natural resources. Some 1.2 mil- 
lion Canadians have Ukrainian roots, enrich- 
ing Canada’s business, arts and academic 
communities. 

The Harper government has already con- 
cluded new free trade agreements with eight 
countries and is in negotiations with close 
to 50 others, including the members of the 
European Union and India, which are among 
the world’s largest economies. 


Firtash adds bank to growing empire 


(Kyiv Post)}—Dmytro Firtash, a Ukrainian 
business tycoon with ties to President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych, has acquired the troubled 
Nadra Bank, expanding a business empire 
that was under attack when Yulia Tym- 
oshenko was prime minister. 

The $440 million acquisition of 90 percent 
of Nadra, which has been under National 
Bank of Ukraine administration since 2009, 
gives Firtash a foothold in the country’s fi- 
nancial sector to add to his considerable 
domestic and foreign interests in chemicals, 
natural gas and media. 

The purchase comes after Firtash was last 
month summoned by a U.S. court to answer 
a lawsuit filed by Tymoshenko, a bitter foe 
of the controversial: businessman and the 
president, ousted shortly after Yanukovych 
defeated her in the presidential election. She 
alleges that Firtash colluded with the gov- 
ernment to defraud Ukraine of some $3 bil- 
lion worth of natural gas. 

Both he and the government deny any 
wrongdoing. 

Firtash acquired the controlling stake in 
Nadra through his Austria-registered Cen- 
tragas Holding which bought an entire addi- 
tional stock issue by the bank making up 
89.97 percent of its shares for 3.5 billion 
hryvnias ($440 million), Nadra said in a 
statement. 

With assets of Hr 22.9 billion, Nadra is 
Ukraine’s 11th largest bank. It has restruc- 
tured its foreign debt with significant write- 
offs after going into default in 2009, Reuters 
Teported. 

Ukraine’s central bank has pumped in more 
than $1 billion in loans and other assistance 
since 2008 to keep the bank afloat — and an- 
other $600 million may be needed to make it 
a viable institution, according to government 
and International Monetary Fund estimates. 

Although questions of transparency re- 
Main an issue, Dragon Capital investment 
bank analysts wrote favourably about the ac- 
quisition: “We consider this news positively, 
as the first step towards recapitalization has 
now been completed. However, we are still 
Waiting for the government to announce the 
Temaining recapitalization needs and the fi- 
Nancing sources.” 

Angry depositors have long battled to get 
their cash returned, which required interven- 
tion from the government amid investiga- 
tions into alleged financial mismanagement 
at the bank. The bank’s former chief execu- 
tive officer, Гог Gilenko, and other ex-bank 
Officials remain fugitives from justice after 
Prosecutors charged them with embezzle- 

ment. 

Last year, the bank owed depositors an es- 
timated $1 billion to depositors, including in- 


dividuals and commercial entities, according 
to Ihor Stepanov, coordinator for the United 
Independent Committee of Depositor. 

There have been no public statements 
about the bank’s plans to repay depositors. 

Cleaning up Nadra has been one of several 
key conditions set by the IMF in exchange 
for a credit line of up to $15 billion. 

The purchase by Firtash was given the go- 
ahead by the central bank, which had been 
looking for an investor. 

Cleaning up Nadra has been one of several 
key conditions set by the IMF in exchange 
for a credit line of up to $15 billion. The IMF 
has called upon Ukraine to either shut down 
the bank, in turn selling off its assets, or to 
find a new investor that could recapitalize it. 

Despite bringing in Firtash to save Nadra, 
questions linger over what went wrong at the 
bank and why Firtash — long considered an 
investor in it — would be interested in buying 
it. 

Alexander Valchyshen, head of research at 
Investment Capital Ukraine, told the Finan- 
cial Times that Firtash would use the bank to 
service his business empire’s cash flow. He 
added that he could use his media outlets to 
improve the bank’s damaged reputation and 
use cash from depositors to finance his other 
businesses. 

Firtash achieved prominence as a co-owner 
along with Russia’s gas giant Gazprom of 
RosUkrEnergo, a Swiss-registered gas trader 
that was ousted from the multibillion-dollar 
gas trade between Russia and Ukraine in 
2009 by Tymoshenko. 

Since Yanukovych came to power, Tym- 
oshenko has come under criminal investi- 
gation by prosecutors for alleged financial 
wrongdoings while she was prime minister 
from 2007 to 2010. One probe is looking into 
her rolein concluding the deal with Russia in 
2009, removing RosUkrEnergo and securing 
a new gas contract between the two coun- 
tries, which the government has complained 
sets the price of gas too high. She denies 
wrongdoing. 

The accusations and counter-attacks relate 
to the 2009 deal with Russia, which allowed 
Ukraine’s state gas company Naftogaz to 
seize 11 billion cubic meters of gas from 
RosUkrEnergo. An _ international court 
tuled the move illegal last year, forcing 
Naftogaz to return around $3 billion of gas 
to RosUkrEnergo. 

Tymoshenko claimed that Firtash and the 
government colluded to ensure RosUkrEner- 
go won the case, at the expense of state- 
owned Naftogaz. Firtash, who has close 
ties to Yanukovych’s inner circle, has also 

acquired three major chemicals plants since 
the president took power. 


EU free trade plans 


(Ukrainian Journal)—President Viktor 
Yanukovych on May 25 reiterated plans 


_of signing a free trade agreement with the 


European Union this year, a choice that may 
eventually complicate relations with Russia. 

Russia has been seeking to lure Ukraine 
with lower natural gas prices for joining the 
Moscow-led Customs Union trade bloc that 
also includes Belarus and Kazakhstan. 

It also warned Ukraine that joining the 
EU free trade agreement would force Rus- 
sia to slap prohibitive trade barriers against 
Ukrainian goods, a warning that may lead to 
a trade war. 

“Our main priority is integration into the 
EU,” Yanukovych told Bloomberg. “We are 
ready to sign the association agreement this 
year. We want the prospects of Ukraine en- 
tering the EU to be included in this accord so 
that the accord would not be empty.” 

The country of 46 million is the main tran- 
sit route for Russian fuel to EU countries, 
including Germany, Austria and Poland. 
Yanukovych, 60, wants to cut the price it 
pays for Russian gas by almost 20% to $240 
per 1,000 cubic meters, he said in an inter- 
view in his office in Kyiv yesterday. 

Russia is trying to use fuel prices as a lure 
to pull Ukraine into a customs union with 
Belarus and Kazakhstan even as the former 
Soviet republic looks to deepen economic 
and political ties with the EU. Ukraine de- 


‘pends on Russia for more than 50% of its 


natural-gas supply, which its eastern neigh- 


bour shut off for two weeks in 2009. 

Ukraine sought to reset relations with Rus- 
sia after Yanukovych was elected last year. 
His predecessor, Viktor Yushchenko, an- 
gered the Kremlin by backing Georgia dur- 
ing its five-day war with Russia in 2008 and 
pushing for Ukraine’s membership in the 
NATO. 

Yanukovych pledged to improve relations 
by cooperating with gas producer OAO Gaz- 
prom and ruled out membership in the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organization. He kept the 
door open to the EU by taking his first trip 
as president to Brussels before visiting Mos- 
cow. 

Ukraine’s association agreement with the 
EU may be concluded this year, European 
Commission President Jose Barroso said in 
Kyiv on April 18, adding that the two sides 
have made progress on agreeing to visa-free 
travel. 

Entering the customs union with Russia, 
Kazakhstan and Belarus would end the chan- 
ces for the agreement, he added. Ukraine 
four days later said it won’t enter the cus- 
toms union. 

“Russia was, is and will be our strategic 
partner,” Yanukovych said. “We are now 
searching for mechanisms of cooperation. 
We do think We can reach an agreement that 
will allow us to work with the customs union 
to the extent which Ukrainian laws and our 
obligations to world organizations such as 
the World Trade Organization allow.” 


Ukrtelecom sale closed | 


Tender casts doubt on privatization transparency 


(Kyiv Post}—Austrian investment com- 
pany Epic paid the final installment of it 
$1.3 billion purchase of a 93 percent stake in 
fixed-line monopoly Ukrtelecom on May 10, 
concluding the first major privatization since 
President Viktor Yanukovych took office in 
February last year but leaving serious ques- 
tions over transparency. 

Ukstelecom was sold to Epic after it was 
the sole bidder in a tender in December that 
analysts said was uncompetitive as it ex- 
cluded potential bidders such as Norway’s 
Telenor and Deutsche Telekom because of 
strict conditions. 

Market insiders have said Epic could have 
been acting as a front for Ukrainian oli- 
garchs. Epic denies this, and the government 
refutes claims of an unfair tender. 

Some suggested Ukraine could have pulled 
in $500 million more in much-needed cash 
for its share in the company, which has lost 
value over the years as governments have 
wrangled over its sale. 

Market insiders have said Epic could have 
been acting as a front for Ukrainian oli- 
garchs. Epic denies this, and the government 
refutes claims of an unfair tender. 

Yanukoyvych and his government claim 
they have tirelessly sought to burnish 
Ukraine’s investment reputation to give the 
country’s limping economy a boost. But crit- 
ics said the failure to have a competitive bid- 
ding process and sell for a higher price hurt 
Ukraine’s reputation as a friendly destination 
for investors. 

The privatization process also raised con- 
cerns, critics said, that other state assets 
could be sold off at below-market prices to 
well-connected oligarchs, as when Yanuko- 
vych was prime minister in 2004. 

Many other billion-dollar state assets are 
slated for privatization this year, including 
chemicals factory Odesa Portside Plant and 


energy generation companies. 

All could prove attractive to oligarchs close 
to Yanukovych, such as Dmytro Firtash and 
Rinat Akhmetov. Experts worry that these 
assets could be sold off much like Ukrtele- 
com in uncompetitive tenders, in turn, rob- 
bing cash-strapped budget coffers of much 
needed revenue. 

Epic, meanwhile, has denied any con- 
nections with oligarchs. The company said 
it plans to restructure the company before 
exiting the investment in four to five years 
through a sale to a strategic investor or an 
initial public offering. 

Ukrtelecom will need a great deal of 
work to modernize its bureaucratic struc- 
ture and help it recover from years of mis- 
management. It has lagged behind Euro- 
pean peers and lost corporate and private 
clients to higher quality services provided 
by privately owned mobile and fixed-line 
operators. 

But the company still has a number of 
strong points, including its control over 
about 80 percent of the country’s fixed-line 
market and Ukraine’s only 3G license. 

Epic outlined its plans for Ukrtelecom in 

April, including eliminating loss-making 
services, such as radio, telegraph and lo- 
cal calls. The company laid off over 4,000 
employees in the first four months of 2011 
on top of 6,000 in 2010, leaving just over 
70,000 workers. 
Analysts at investment bank Dragon Capital 
said Epic would need to almost halve the 
workforce in order to bring the company’s 
productivity into line with European telecom 
operators. 

The bank said that any tough restructuring 
could meet resistance from the authorities, 
which in the past have played hardball with 
major investors on the social elements of pri- 
vatization agreements. 
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The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 


PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 


Tribute paid to Zinchuk at Bandurist concert 


Local members Zakordonski, Gowda shine 


By Marco Levytsky 

Two local members of the Ukrain- 
ian Bandurist Chorus shone at their 
Edmonton concert while tribute 
was paid to a third, deceased one. 

Anatoliy Murha, President of the 
Chorus paused the regular program 
in the first half to pay tribute to 
John Zinchuk, an eight-year veter- 
an of the Chorus from Edmonton, 
who passed away Nov. 4, 2009 at 
the age of 50. 

During the European Tour of 
2003, Zinchuk sang the solo for the 
epic ballad about Hetman Dmy- 
tro “Bayda” Vyshnevetsky — the 
first kozak hetman in the history 
of Ukraine and a founding member 
of the kozak nobility. During the 
2007 “Bandura Soul of Ukraine” 
tour, John sang the featured role of 
The Kobzar, in the epic “Battle of 
Konotop” which was composed by 
Hryory Kytasty. 

“On this tour across the eastern 
United States and Canada, audi- 
ences once again experienced 
John’s incredible gift — his voice. 
We experienced his friendship not 
knowing that he wouldn’t be mak- 
ing those weekend trips to rehearse 
in Detroit for much longer,” said 
Murha. 

“On November 4, 2009, John 
and his voice departed this earth. 
His voice has been forever en- 
shrined on recordings of Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus for future gen- 
erations to hear. And his friendship 
has forever been enshrined in our 


souls. Anyone on this stage can tell 
you that a rehearsal doesn’t go by 
without John being remembered. 

“The legacy of the Ukrainian 
Bandurist Chorus has been fortified 
by individual talents who worked 
together to persevere collectively 
to fulfill an important mission. As 
we stand on stage this evening here 
in Edmonton, we honour you, John, 
our friend, our brother. We dedicate 
this concert series to you,” Murha 
said. 

The Chorus then performed a 
moving rendition of the mourn- 
ful “Chuyesh brate miy” (Do You 
Hear, My Brother, alternatively 
called The Flight of the Cranes, or 
“Zhuravli’”’). 

At this concert, another Edmon- 
tonian, Taras Zakordonski, рег- 
formed Zinchuk’s Kobzar role in 
“Battle of Konotop” and gave a 
stirring rendition to finish off the 
first half. 

Zakordonski also was the fea- 
tured soloist in the “Medley of 
Ukrainian Dance Songs”, while 
another local member, Markian 
Gowda shone in the opening num- 
bers “Ukraine March” based on a 
World War II patriotic poem, and 
“The Black-Tilled Earth” dedicat- 
ed to the 7 — 10 million victims of 
the genocidal Holodomor. 

But it was when the two of them 
got together for a rousing “Oy, 
hyla, hyla” (Good Evening Му 
Love) that the audience really got 
stirred up, reacting with thunder- 


ous applause and rousing ovations. 

A fourth Edmonton member, 
Lubomyr Pastuszenko did not per- 
form in this tour as he has taken a 
temporary leave of absence from the 
Chorus because of his wife’s illness. 

The combination of the resonat- 
ing male voices intertwined with 
the lilting instrumentals of the Ban- 
dura ensemble augmented by bass 
lines, which is conducted by Bo- 
hdan Heryavenko had the audience 
in rapture throughout the concert 
and the resulting continuous ova- 
tions brought three encores from 
the Chorus — “The Battle Hymn 
of the Republic”, “Pisnia pro Tiut- 
iunnyka” (Song About Tiutunnyk” 
and “Khrystos Voskres” (Christ 
Has Risen). 

The May 13 performance at Ed- 
monton’s Winspear Centre was one 
of three put on during the Bandur- 
ist’s Western Canada Tour. They 
played Calgary’s Leacock Theatre, 
May 12 and Winnipeg’s Jubilee 
Place, May 14. 

The Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus 
was formed in Kyiv in 1918. Under 
the direction or bandura virtuoso 
Vasyl Yemetz, the\first Chorus ini- 
tially had 15 members. 

The mid-1920’s were marked by 
a period of resurgence of Ukrainian 
arts and culture, and the Chorus de- 
veloped into a professional touring 
troupe. As the Chorus membership, 
expertise and repertoire were con- 
tinually refined and enhanced, the 
bandura was transformed from a 
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Markian Gowa (left) and Taras Zakordonski perform "Оу hyla, hyla”. 


folk to a classical concert form. 

The Chorus’ history rapidly 
evolved into a turbulent one. The 
ideals of the bandurist — God, 
truth, freedom and human dignity 
heralded through song — were 
a direct threat to the then newly 
formed Soviet Union. Under Jo- 
seph Stalin’s rule, artists and in- 
tellectuals were arrested, exiled or 
executed in an attempt to eradicate 
every remnant of Ukrainian cul- 
ture. 

In the 1930’s and 1940’s, the 
Chorus was exploited and its mem- 
bers persecuted by both the Soviets 
and the Nazis. It was not until 1949 
that, through the assistance of the 
Allied Forces, many of the Chorus 
members were able to emigrate to 
the United States and experience a 
renaissance in North America. 

Since that time they have per- 
formed at numerous tours across 


North America and Europe led 
by such luminaries as Kytasty, 
Volodymyr Bozhyk and Ivan Za- 
dorozhniy. 

In the 1990’s, the Bandurist Cho- 
rus took part in two historic jour- 
neys to Ukraine. Conductor Volod- 
myr Kolesnyk led the UBC in 
concerts throughout all of Ukraine 
in 1991 and 1994. In 2001, under 
the directorship of Oleh Mahlay, 
the UBC once again returned to 
Ukraine with a series of special 
performances ~ commemorating 
Ukraine’s 10 years of indepen- 
dence after the break-up of the So- 
viet Union. 

Most recently, the UBC was 
featured at the internationally re- 
nowned Straford Summer Music 
Festival (2004 and 2010) and pre- 
sented “Bandura Christmas Inter- 
national” with Metropolitan Opera 
soloist Paul Plishka. 


Yushchenko says clash 
in Lviv ‘staged’ abroad 


(Interfax-Ukraine}—Former President and leader of the Our Ukraine 
Party Viktor Yushchenko has said he does not rule out that the clashes 
seen during the celebration of Victory Day on May 9 in Lviv were 
prepared beyond the borders of Ukraine with the assistance of the current 


government. 


«І do not rule out that this plan is ideological that to a great extent [was 
planned] outside Ukraine,” he told reporters in Kyiv on May 18. 

He said that provoking antagonism would weaken Ukraine, and 
claimed the events in Lviv were “staged.” 

«Ті is impossible to bring militants from Odesa to Lviv without some 


organization,” he said. 


“The provocation planned and supported by the government was | 
aimed at splitting Ukrainian society, as it is politically advantageous [for 


representatives of the government],” 


> Yushchenko said. 


In addition, the former president said that “there was a provocation 


against patriotic forces.” 


According to Yushchenko, such conclusions could be reached on 
“reading the headlines of the Russian newspapers, reading Russian 


comments.” 


